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Executive Summary 

 
Policing plan puts thousands more officers in neighbourhoods 
 
On 25 March, I published my final Police and Crime Plan, which will put more officers on the 
streets, drive down crime and make policing more efficient by reforming the Met and boosting 
Safer Neighbourhood teams. 
 
My priority for policing in London is to maintain officer numbers and keep local police out on 
the streets. The plan confirms my commitment to maintain police numbers at or around 
32,000, and includes a new local policing model that redeploys officers from the back office to 
the frontline with 1,200 more officers in boroughs and an additional 2,600 officers in Safer 
Neighbourhood teams.  
 
First new bus for London ‘production vehicles’ leave the factory 
 
The first six of my new buses for London have now been dispatched from the Wrightbus 
factory in Northern Ireland, with a further 594 arriving over the next three years.   
 
The route 24, which Metroline operates between Pimlico and Hampstead Heath, will become 
the first bus route to operate exclusively with New Bus for London vehicles.     
 
Ultra Low Emission Discount to make Congestion Charge scheme greener 
 
On 23 April a new Ultra Low Emission Discount (ULED) was announced to make the 
Congestion Charge greener. It will replace the existing discount and ensure that only the 
greenest zero or ultra-low emission vehicles driving into the capital receive a 100 per cent 
discount.  Two further changes will see the removal of the option to pay the charge in shops, 
which is now used for only six per cent of payments, and an increase in the level of penalty 
charge from £120 to £130. These adjustments will come into effect from 1 July 2013. 
 
Visit to United Arab Emirates and Qatar 
 
I travelled to the United Arab Emirates from 14 to 16 April and 18 to 21 April, visiting Abu 
Dhabi and Dubai. My trip was aimed at solidifying the good relations we have and promoting 
London as the city of choice for trade, investment, to study in and to visit. 
 
Travelling alongside me was a business delegation representing key sectors such as technology, 
financial services and construction. 
 
 

This is my eleventh report to the Assembly, fulfilling my duty under Section 45 of the Greater 
London Authority Act 1999.  It covers the period 7 March and 8 May 2013. 



 

Bid to boost market for small energy producers 
 
In a ground-breaking new move to secure London’s future energy supply and boost investment 
and growth in London’s low carbon economy, I am bidding to enable the capital’s small 
electricity producers to sell power to the market at a better rate. 
 
Olympic Stadium’s future secured in historic deal 
 
On 22 March, Newham Mayor, Sir Robin Wales, and I announced that the long-term future of 
the iconic stadium on Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park had been secured with a deal which 
confirms West Ham United Football Club as the Stadium’s long-term anchor tenant. 
 
 

Section 60 Responses 
 
Responses to the recommendations of the London Assembly Transport Committee’s 
‘Gearing Up:  Safer Cycling in London’ report 
 
Recommendation 1 
 
The Mayor should establish a new target for cycling in his 2020 Vision statement due in 
December 2012. In the statement, he should bring forward his target of 5 per cent cycling 
modal share from 2026 to 2020. He should also establish a new target of 10 per cent cycling 
modal share by 2026 to reflect the Mayor’s ambition to create a ‘cycling revolution’ in London. 
 
Response 
We have closely examined the feasibility of setting a 5% modal share target for cycling across 
London by 2020 and 10% by 2026. There were 29.9 million journey stages per day in 2011 of 
which 570,000 were made by bike, a mode share of 2%. 
 
The current growth target requires a year-on-year growth of around 6% to stay on track. 
 
Based on current figures, and assuming no growth in journeys overall, a 5% mode share in 
2020 would require around 1.5 million journeys to be made by bike per day and a 10% mode 
share in 2026 would require nearly 3 million journeys to be made by bike every day. This 
requires growth of around 12% per year, double the current level. 
 
Year-on-year rises of this size, sustained for this length of time, are without precedent in the 
world. 
 
We have been careful in our Vision document to make only promises we can keep. The 
document sets the ambitious new target that cycling will double in the next ten years. We are 
also committed to a target of 5% modal share by 2026, which is demanding – and requires an 
increase on current trends - but which we believe we can reach. 
 
 
The Mayor should appoint a Cycling Commissioner to champion cycling and realise his target to 
increase cycling.  
 
Response 



 

The Cycling Commissioner was appointed in late January 2013 and will oversee all of our 
activity to improve cycling. He will liaise regularly with boroughs, campaigners and partners in 
other sectors to ensure my Vision for Cycling in London is delivered. 
 
 
The Cycling Commissioner should be responsible for the publication of a biennial London 
Bicycle Account to inform Londoners of what TfL is doing to improve cycle safety, increase 
investment in cycling, and encourage more Londoners to cycle. 
 
Response 
We publish a comprehensive range of cycling related data, most of which is produced in the 
Travel in London annual report  However, we will work with the Cycling Commissioner to 
consider whether an alternative format would be appropriate for future publication. 
 
 
In the London Bicycle Account the Mayor should establish – and monitor London’s progress 
against – a target to improve the perception of cycle safety. 
 
Response 
We already monitor and publish data on perceptions of cycle safety as part of the Attitudes to 
Cycling annual research report. We will also track perceptions on road safety as part of our 
Road Safety Plan.  In addition, this year we have commissioned London Travel Demand Survey 
(LTDS) follow up surveys to track perceptions of safety at a local level. 
 
 
The Mayor should provide the Committee with information on the Cycling Commissioner’s remit 
and responsibilities, and how they will influence policy and spending, by February 2013. 
 
Response 
As mentioned above, the Cycling Commissioner was appointed in late January 2013 and will 
oversee all of our activity to improve cycling. He will liaise regularly with boroughs, 
campaigners and partners in the private sector to ensure my Vision for Cycling in London is 
delivered. 
 
 
Recommendation 2 
 
The Mayor and TfL’s new business plan, due to be published in December 2012, should reflect 
the Mayor’s ambition to have a cycling revolution. He should therefore commit to doubling the 
amount of funding for cycling. Specifically, the business plan should: 
 
a) In 2013/14 allocate at least £145m to cycling (which is equivalent to 2 per cent of TfL’s 
2012/13 budget). For subsequent years, TfL should set out the resources it will require to 
transform cycling in London to match the levels seen in leading cycling cities. 
 
Response 
At £111 million, the forecast spend for 2013/14 is more than double the previously-planned 
level. The spending announced in the period of the Business Plan is an increase from the 
previously-planned level of £273 million to £913 million – three and a half times more, and an 
unprecedented level of commitment to cycling for any British city. 
 



 

We will reach the requested spending level of £145 million in 2015/16 – or roughly £18 a 
head, comparable with Germany and almost on a par with the Netherlands. We are unable to 
reach this level of investment sooner as increasing the budget too quickly could result in 
funding not being spent as effectively as all parties would like. 
 
Building such an ambitious network is a significant challenge and we do not feel that there are 
enough projects of sufficient quality to absorb this amount of money in 2013/14. A proper 
cycle network must be surveyed, designed, agreed with the boroughs and built to high 
standards.  
 
 
b) Commit a minimum of £100m to funding the Junction Review (over the period of the 
Review), based on the Mayor’s estimate of the cost of improvements. 
 
Response 
£100m has been allocated within the Business Plan for the Junction Review (Better Junctions 
Programme). This will enable completion of reviews and implementation of schemes at the 
priority list of 100 junctions, as well as a series of off-street trials of innovative infrastructure 
measures for cyclists. The junction review will be rephased to prioritise major and serious 
improvements at the worst junctions. 
 
 
c) Set out a timetable for future expansion of the Cycle Hire scheme, starting with locations in 
Outer London. 
 
Response 
We are exploring priorities for future expansion based on current usage and demand, 
operational priorities, availability of sites within new developments and potential funding 
opportunities. We will be extending the current scheme to many parts of Hammersmith & 
Fulham, Lambeth and Wandsworth by the end of 2013. This represents a nearly 30 per cent 
rise in the size of the scheme, to around 11,000 bikes. There are plans for a new mainline 
terminus  Cyclehub, outlined in my Vision, that will have London’s largest docking station, with 
at least several hundred bikes.  This and the wider bike parking at the Cyclehub will help 
address unsatisfied commuter demand We will also be looking to expand popular docking 
stations, where space and planning allows, to reduce the problem of empty and full docks. This 
will involve reducing the number of bikes at less well-used docking stations. The Barclays Cycle 
Hire scheme is not the right model for outer London, with its lower population densities and 
widely-dispersed journey patterns. However, as part of our dramatically-increased spending on 
cycling in outer London, we are examining the feasibility of other forms of hire scheme. 
 
 
d) Provide at least £60m (or 20 per cent of the TfL cycling budget) over the new business plan 
period to fund the Mayor’s Biking Borough programme. The programme should become an 
Outer London Cycling Fund, providing funding for safe and innovative cycling schemes in all 
Outer London boroughs. 
 
Response 
Funding for cycling in Outer London will rise to more than £100 million. 
 
We will choose between one and three willing outer London boroughs to make into mini-
Netherlands, with very high spending concentrated on these relatively small areas for the 
greatest possible impact. In many ways, this will be the most transformative of all our policies. 



 

The idea, over time, is that these places will become every bit as cycle-friendly as their Dutch 
equivalents; places that suburbs and towns all over Britain will want to copy. Interventions 
should include a good standard route for commuter journeys to central London, but the main 
focus will be on replacing short car trips within the target borough(s). This can include 
substantial redesigns of the main town centre, to show what is possible when roads and spaces 
are built around cyclists. A network of routes will radiate out from it, predominantly Quietways 
through back streets and parks, paralleling all the main local travel routes. Cycle superhubs will 
be created at local railway stations. There will be a big marketing push to specifically target 
non-cyclists doing short car trips.  All outer London boroughs are invited to apply for this 
scheme. We will announce our choice(s) later in 2013 and start work in 2014. 
 
Building on the lessons learned from the Biking Borough programme, a significant uplift in 
funding will be available to boroughs through the new Business Plan to deliver local 
improvements, such as cycle hubs at stations, residential cycle parking, education programmes, 
community cycling festivals and local measures to improve safety.  This is in addition to money 
allocated to boroughs as part of the LIP process and additional to any money that will be spent 
on London-wide programmes on borough roads (e.g. the Cycle Superhighways).   
 
 
e) Consider the case for a dedicated cycling fund as part of the Local Implementation Plan (LIP) 
process. This fund could be matched by boroughs. The Mayor and TfL should work with the 
boroughs to assess the success of borough programmes in improving cycle safety. This 
information should then be used to promote best practice examples in future borough schemes. 
 
Response 
As mentioned above, dedicated funding will be provided for boroughs to spend on cycling. In 
addition, the LIP funding guidance for 2014/15 - 2016/17 will place a stronger emphasis on 
boroughs using LIP budgets alongside their own resources towards improving conditions for 
cycling - this will be a requirement to unlock TfL's dedicated funding for cycling. In respect of 
monitoring, annual reports are produced showing how well boroughs are delivering against the 
mandatory LIP indicators, which include more share for cycling and KSI reduction.  The latest 
report containing the data for 2011 can be found at:  http://www.tfl.gov.uk/corporate/about-
tfl/publications/1482.aspx 
 
 
Recommendation 3 
 
The Mayor and TfL should commit to introducing fundamental cycle safety improvements to 
the junctions included in the junction review. The junction review should be able to demonstrate 
substantial and innovative changes to the space and protection given to cyclists at the 
junctions. The changes should take account of best practice in Denmark and the Netherlands, 
and be in line with the Mayor’s commitment to Love London Go Dutch. 
 
Response 
We will be increasing the budget for junctions five-fold, from £19 million to £100 million, the 
vast majority of it spent in this mayoral term, plus substantial further money from our Quietway 
and Superhighway programmes. We will refocus to prioritise early and major improvements at 
and around London’s worst junctions, making them safer and less threatening for cyclists. 
Junctions to be tackled in the next three years will include Blackfriars, Vauxhall, Tower, 
Aldgate, Swiss Cottage and Elephant & Castle, among others. Other, smaller improvements will 
still be tackled. Improvements at these places will include widening to allow more space for 
cyclists, creating more segregated cycle lanes and installing innovative ‘early-start’ traffic 

http://www.tfl.gov.uk/corporate/about-tfl/publications/1482.aspx
http://www.tfl.gov.uk/corporate/about-tfl/publications/1482.aspx


 

signals to allow cyclists to move onto the junction ahead of other traffic. We will introduce 
more cycle-only paths or phases through junctions and gyratories, and more cycle bypasses 
around difficult junctions where an attractive and safe route through the junction itself cannot 
be found. We will create a short stretch of segregated bike lane, where possible, just before 
busy traffic lights so cyclists can get through stationary traffic to reach the advanced stop line 
at the front. We are further refining our traffic modelling systems to take better account of 
cyclists. With the benefit of these, all future road and junction builds or redevelopments and 
transport schemes on the roads controlled by TfL will be subjected to improved forms of 
cycling safety assessment prior to approval. We have begun off-site trials of a Dutch-style cycle 
roundabout, with segregated lanes protecting cyclists, and other novel interventions such as 
eye-level traffic lights for cyclists. If these trials are successful, and the Department for 
Transport allows, we will roll them out on the road network. We will investigate converting 
pedestrian subways at some busy junctions for use as safe cyclist routes, with pedestrians on 
the surface. We are reworking a number of schemes – such as Lambeth Bridge Roundabout and 
Mile End Road/Burdett Road - proposed in the current junction review which do not fully meet 
the ambitions set out in Vision document. We will announce full timetables for the junction 
changes as soon as possible.  
 
 
The Mayor and TfL should provide the Committee with information by February 2013 on how it 
will ensure the 35 junctions to be completed by the end of 2013 will match these objectives. 
 
Response 
As described above, work is well-underway to deliver improvements at a number of junctions as 
part of the Better Junctions Programme, Following the release of the Vision, TfL is reviewing 
the Better Junctions programme with the view to reducing the number for delivery and 
focusing our resources on those more transformative or high profile locations. In some cases, 
schemes delivered at certain locations may be initial early-benefit schemes, to be followed at a 
later date with more substantial improvements which have a necessarily longer development 
time. For example, an early-benefits scheme at Waterloo Roundabout has already been 
completed, which has been followed by further proposals for a 20mph speed limit, The 
possibility of further changes will then be reviewed in line with the significant development 
activity proposed for the area.  
 
All schemes delivered at the priority locations are subject to the now well-established junction 
review process, which continues to provide mutually beneficial discussions between TfL and 
key stakeholder user groups. Each junction is also subject to a public consultation prior to its 
implementation 
 
 
They should also demonstrate how cyclists’ views and concerns have been taken on board in 
the consultation process. In December 2013, the Mayor and TfL should report back to the 
Committee on the impact of the changes made to the initial 35 junctions. 
 
Response 
We shall report back in December 2013 on those junctions where there has been sufficient time 
from completion to evaluate the impact. We will be focusing on prioritising early and major 
improvements at London’s worst junctions, as outlined above. 
 
However, it is worth noting now, the excellent dialogue with key user groups throughout the 
junction review process. In addition, for those schemes which have so far progressed to public 



 

consultation stage, there has been a great deal of constructive and informative feedback 
received which has been useful in informing designs. 
 
Junction schemes are considered in detail by a Design Review Group which meets monthly and 
includes representatives of the key cycling groups. The Cycling Commissioner maintains 
frequent contact with cycling groups and other stakeholders. 
 
 
The Mayor and TfL should prioritise the removal of remaining one-way gyratory systems in the 
junction review. The Mayor and TfL should report to the Committee by February 2013 on which 
gyratories it will replace and when. 
 
Response 
By their nature, schemes which seek to remove a gyratory system are large and complex and 
therefore require a significant amount of time to deliver on the ground. As such, we are unable 
at this stage to definitively state timescales for schemes at many such locations. It should also 
be noted that after a full and rigorous evaluation, looking at the benefits of all options, 
removing a gyratory may not always be the correct approach. Options for each location must 
be considered carefully on their own merits. Also, a number of such locations in the Junction 
Review have yet to complete the review process so a preferred design solution has not yet been 
identified. However, there are some locations where a more specific update can be provided: 
 

 Tottenham Hale Gyratory 
A major scheme to remove the one way system is now underway on site and is due to 
be completed during 2014. The scheme includes modifications incorporated following 
review by the junction review stakeholders.  
 

 Swiss Cottage Gyratory 
Options have been discussed with the junction review DRG and LB Camden and will be 
developed as part of Cycle Superhighway Route 11, which is due to be completed 
during 2014. 

 

 Stockwell Gyratory 
Following the junction review carried out in 2012, we have developed a scheme based 
on the recommended option which includes an early-start facility for northbound 
cyclists heading along the Cycle Superhighway Route 7 alignment. This scheme is due 
to be implemented by mid 2013, and will shortly be made available for public 
consultation. 

 

 Aldgate Gyratory 
A simplified road layout is being developed by City of London and TfL, to allow the 
conversion of St. Botolph Street and Aldgate High Street to two-way working. TfL are 
feeding in junction review recommendations and ensuring that junction review 
stakeholders are included in design development. The scheme is currently at the design 
stage with potential implementation starting in 2014/15. 
 

 Archway Gyratory 
We are working with the London Borough of Islington on proposals for improvements 
for cyclists and pedestrians at Archway Gyratory. The concept designs include an option 
for removing the gyratory and others which make improvements within the existing 
gyratory system. These will be tabled at the Better Junctions Design Review Group in 
February 2013.  



 

 

 Tottenham Court Road / Gower Street 
In addition to the above gyratory schemes associated with the junction review, a 
proposed conversion of Tottenham Court Road and Gower Street to two-way working is 
being developed by the London Borough of Camden and TfL. The scheme is currently 
at the design stage with potential implementation phased to coincide with Crossrail 
related works from 2015.    
 

The Vision document also promises that Tower gyratory will be tackled within the next three 
years. 
 
 
In the junction review, the Mayor and TfL should examine the case for introducing 20mph limits 
at more junctions. TfL should consider trialling 20mph zones on TfL-controlled roads near 
existing 20mph zones. TfL could use pilot 20mph zones to assess the impact they have on the 
road network, to inform any wider rollout in future. The Mayor and TfL should report back to 
the Committee on this proposal by February 2013. 
 
Response 
The multiple functions of the Transport for London Road Network (TLRN) means that when 
considering lower speed limits on these routes, the potential benefits in terms of both safety 
and liveability of town centres need to be taken into consideration alongside the other 
functions the TLRN performs, including the movement of people and goods. This approach 
does not, however, preclude the use of 20mph limits on the TLRN and we already have 20mph 
limits on small sections of the TLRN in Camden and New Cross. We will also aim to reduce the 
speed limit to 20mph at several locations on the TLRN where cycle improvements are planned. 
For example, in Camberwell and New Cross Gate on our proposed Cycle Superhighway 5. 
 
We are actively considering 20mph speed limits at some Better Junctions and will continue to 
look for similar opportunities where that type of intervention is appropriate to the location. 
One such example arising from the junction review is a proposal to introduce a 20mph limit on 
the approaches to and around Waterloo roundabout. In addition to the early-benefit schemes 
already delivered in late 2012, this measure was also recommended by the Junction Review 
stakeholders as a means to manage speed-related issues. Public consultation is due to start 
within the next month and we hope to be able to implement the scheme by the summer, with a 
period of monitoring then taking place to determine its effectiveness. 
 
We will look to develop a framework to inform speed limits on the TLRN, including the 
consideration of variable speed limits and 20mph limits where people live and shop. We have 
started working with Islington on monitoring 20mph limits on the Strategic Road Network.  
Through delivery of the forthcoming Road Safety Plan, we will also work with the Police and 
London boroughs towards achieving effective compliance.   
 
 
Recommendation 4 
 
The Mayor and TfL should reassess the space allocated to cycling in the design of cycle route 
and junction infrastructure. Specifically:  
 
The Mayor’s Roads Task Force should review TfL’s use of traffic modelling to judge the effect 
that protected space for cyclists would have on cycling and other traffic. In its final report in 
spring 2013, the Task Force should explain how it has reviewed TfL’s use of traffic modelling. 



 

 
Response 
We have been working hard to ensure that both the traffic control system and the traffic 
modelling that informs it, measures and represents the behaviour of cyclists and other 
vulnerable road users as accurately as possible. Until recently, relatively little research had been 
undertaken worldwide to understand the behaviour of vulnerable road users (i.e. cyclists and 
pedestrians) at traffic signals and therefore be able to accurately represent them in traffic 
models. While the existing models can represent generalised behaviour, it is only when the 
detailed research is understood that models can help to make full impact assessments. 
 
We are leading on a world first piece of research to understand cyclist behaviour as they 
discharge from signals and travel between signals. The research will also look at the impact 
cyclists have on general traffic discharge where they comprise a high proportion of road users. 
Additionally, research is being undertaken by independent researcher, the Transport Research 
Laboratory, to understand pedestrian behaviour at traffic signals. Once findings from the 
research are received in 2013, the new algorithms for cyclists and pedestrians will be available 
to update the capabilities of the modelling tools. This valuable research intelligence will be 
used to inform operational models, including micro-simulation models, enabling us to 
accurately model behaviour, including social forces (i.e. the interaction between individual 
cyclists and other modes) in 2D and 3D traffic models. 
 
We are also expanding our ‘ONE Model’, a tactical assignment model which is used to predict 
the area-wide impacts of traffic reassignment of major interventions such as reallocating 
dedicated road space to cyclists. Once completed in 2013, the model will be used to 
understand likely vehicle re-assignment and to assist in the determining the traffic control 
strategies. The ONE model is very detailed and this level of clarity is currently not available 
from our other strategic models. 
 
In parallel with this work, we are also evaluating different types of pedestrian and cycle 
detectors. If suitable detection units can be found then they will be properly trialled and could 
provide real-time data for input to TfL's SCOOT traffic control system. 
 
 
The Mayor’s Roads Task Force should identify locations where TfL could pilot temporary 
protected cycle routes in 2013. It should draw on lessons from trialling changes to road layouts 
in New York and operation of the Games Lanes during London 2012. In its final report in spring 
2013, the Task Force should recommend locations where TfL should pilot these cycle routes. 
 
Response 
The Roads Task Force will set a vision for the future of London’s road network. 
 
The Vision document includes a commitment to trial changes to junctions and roads using the 
kind of temporary interventions seen on the Olympic Route Network. We are already 
conducting off-street trials of innovative facilities (such as eye-level traffic lights or “Dutch-
style” roundabouts) which may help cyclists. If the trials are successful, and the Government 
permits, we will roll these out on the road network. 
 
The Vision document also proposes “semi-segregation,” also known as light segregation, using 
traffic wands, cats’ eyes and rumble strips, at several locations where full segregation is not 
possible. 
 



 

The Mayor and TfL should publish the revised London Cycle Design Standards by February 
2013. The revised standards should include the Love London Go Dutch design principles that 
the Mayor signed up to in the election. 
 
Response 
We have begun revising and updating the London Cycle Design Standards (LCDS) and will 
publish a draft for consultation later in 2013. 
 
The Design Standards will be reviewed to ensure that everything we build or fund is consistent 
with my Vision document, they will be more radical and innovative than previously. The revised 
LCDS will also incorporate principles contained within the London Cycling Campaign's Love 
London, Go Dutch campaign where appropriate. The standards will help to ensure that cycling 
infrastructure designed and delivered across London by TfL, Boroughs, consultants and 
developers is of a standard that prioritises conditions for cyclists.  
 
 
The Mayor and TfL should provide the Committee with information on the cycling infrastructure 
measures it is reviewing in the International Benchmarking exercise by February 2013. It should 
include information on what output it will produce from the exercise; the timescales for the 
project; and how this learning will be applied to the projects in its forthcoming business plan. 
 
Response 
Over the last six months, we have benefitted from an international exchange placement, with a 
Copenhagen transport planner advising on cycling delivery. The placement has focussed on a 
comparison of Danish-style cycling infrastructure with London’s existing cycling design, 
identifying opportunities for learning from Danish good practice. 
 
We are currently finalising the scope of the infrastructure elements of the international 
benchmarking programme but will include a comparison of different approaches to junction 
types, approaches to cyclist priority, and cyclist interfaces with buses. The findings of the 
benchmarking exercise will be incorporated into ongoing infrastructure schemes and will inform 
the development of LCDS. 
 
 
The Mayor and TfL should report to the Committee by February 2013 on TfL’s plans for the 
Mayor’s proposal for a new east-west route. The Mayor and TfL should provide details on the 
proposed length and location of the route, how it will be built to Go Dutch standards, the 
timetable for construction, and estimated costs. 
 
Response 
We are advancing with plans to deliver an East-West Superhighway this Mayoral term. Options 
for the alignment of the route through central London have been developed and we are 
preparing a timetable for engaging with the central London boroughs affected by the route. It 
is proposed the route will incorporate Go Dutch principles and will provide a strategic corridor 
for cyclists across central London, alongside connectivity with the existing Cycle 
Superhighways. The route will be roughly 15 miles in length and will pass through central 
London taking in the Westway flyover and Victoria Embankment. We will be able to update the 
Transport Committee in summer 2013 with further details on the plans for the route following 
discussion with the boroughs and other stakeholders. 
 
 
 



 

Recommendation 5 
 
Where there is existing provision for the Mayor and TfL to use innovative road design and 
technological solutions to improve cycle safety, they should do so. 
 
Response 
As described above, we have already demonstrated innovative thinking through proposals such 
as blind spot safety mirrors, segregated cycle lanes, bus stop bypasses for cyclists, and further 
development of the early-start facility first used at Bow roundabout for other locations where 
applicable. Such measures work within existing legislation. In addition, we have started a 
number of off-street trials of innovative measures for cyclists such as “Dutch-style” 
roundabouts and low level signals ahead of possible future application to London’s roads 
(subject to DfT approval where necessary). 
 
 
The Department for Transport (DfT) should introduce legislative changes to traffic regulations 
to enable TfL to use new cycle safety solutions. 
 
Response 
We have established a positive working relationship with the DfT for taking forward a number 
of innovative designs, including low level signals for cyclists. We look forward to a number of 
changes to the regulations being included in the revision of the TSRGD in 2014. 
 
 
TfL should also write to the DfT to renew the case for transport authorities to install 
internationally-proven cycle safety measures. The Mayor and TfL should provide an update to 
the Committee on progress on this issue by February 2013. 
 
Response 
We have a strong and collaborative relationship with the DfT and over recent months this has 
been utilised to discuss the issue of guidance and regulations for cyclists. We have met with 
senior officers at the DfT on a number of occasions to discuss potential changes to the traffic 
regulations in advance of the revised Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions in 2014. 
We have agreed with the DfT that off-street trials may take place for measures that would then 
be trialled on-street prior to being rolled out across the capital. These measures would improve 
conditions for cyclists, improve safety and make cycling more attractive for those who do not 
currently cycle. 
 
 
Recommendation 6 

 
The Mayor and TfL should revise the Road Safety Action Plan to reflect the evidence presented 
in TfL’s forthcoming independent review of the design and operation of construction vehicles. 
TfL should provide the Committee with information on how it will take forward the findings of 
the review by February 2013. 
 
Response 
The Road Safety Action Plan is due to be published in spring 2013.  This is a high-level 
strategic document and will not include the level of detail on the design and operation of 
construction vehicles which is recommended by the Committee.  However, we will use the Plan 
as a mechanism to work with stakeholders to implement the recommendations of this review 



 

and to improve the road safety culture within the construction industry.  It is proposed that the 
Road Safety Action Plan is revised with the following actions: 
 

1. Publish the outcome of research reviewing the construction logistic sector’s transport 
activities in relation to its interaction with cyclists (2013) and take forward the 
recommendations of the report (following publication). 

2. Work with regulators, enforcement arms, planning authorities, property developers, 
vehicle manufacturers and the construction logistics industry to implement the wide 
ranging recommendations of the research. 

3. Focus on improving road safety cultures within the construction industry through the 
development of an approved code of practice and education campaigns for managerial 
staff. 

4. Improve driving standards through targeted driver training and improved driver vision 
through designing out blind spots on vehicles. 

5. Challenge construction contractual processes to ensure that ownership of road risk is 
retained throughout the whole supply chain for construction developments. 

 
 
The Mayor and TfL should report to the Committee on progress of discussions with the EU 
Commissioner for Transport on retrofitting HGVs with cycle safety equipment. The Committee 
will support the Mayor and TfL in this regard however it can. 
 
Response 
A further EU lobbying trip took place in Brussels on 29 January 2013.  TfL officers held 
discussions with officers from a range of Directorate-Generals around the work being done in 
London to improve HGV/Cycle safety, in particular around the recent Construction Logistics 
review, and our desire to introduce safety improvements to HGV operation and design at a 
European and International level. We also met with a number of Brussels based cycling and 
road safety lobby groups who are in regular contact with the European Commission. The 
European Commission appears to be generally supportive of our aims; however there is a need 
for further research into the HGV/cycle safety issue at a UK and European level in order to 
build the business case for regulatory change within Europe. Sir Peter Hendy has also been 
taking forward discussions with the European Commission) regarding HGV / Cycle Safety 
issues. He recently met with Keir Fitch, Deputy Head of Cabinet to European Commission Vice-
President Siim Kallas, to discuss ways in which TfL could work with the Commission to improve 
the design and operation of goods vehicles at a European level to reduce the risk they pose to 
cyclists and other vulnerable road users. We will continue to work with colleagues in the 
European Commission as well as other cities across Europe and the UK to build a strong case 
for change to improve the safety of cyclists in London, the UK and across the EU. 
 
 
The Mayor and TfL should work with the boroughs to secure agreement from the 5 London 
boroughs not yet registered for the Freight Operators Recognition Scheme to sign up to the 
scheme by February 2013. All London boroughs should sign up to FORS and commit to 
achieving gold standard FORS accreditation by December 2014. The Mayor and TfL, and 
London Councils should report to the Committee on their work to secure the highest levels of 
FORS accreditation by February 2013. 
 
Response 
A borough FORS and Work Related Road Risk event was held in February 2013 to raise 
awareness of the need to register and progress to FORS Gold. Verbal agreement to sign-up to 
FORS was received from three unregistered boroughs at the event.  



 

 
Letters will be sent out to borough chief executives.  The four letter types recognised a 
borough’s level of engagement to date as follows: 

1. Letter for boroughs not yet progressed to FORS bronze  to adopt procurement safety 
clauses and get the borough fleet up to the standards – this will go to Hounslow, 
Ealing, Barnet, Haringey, Islington, Camden, City of Westminster, Southwark, Tower 
Hamlet, Greenwich, Bexley, Barking and Dagenham, Kingston upon Thames, Merton, 
Wandsworth and Richmond. 

2. Letter for boroughs progressed to at least FORS bronze  to adopt procurement safety 
clauses - Greenwich, Ealing, Camden, Richmond, Enfield, Harrow and Waltham Forest   

3. Letter to Camden and Hammersmith and Fulham who have progressed to FORS bronze 
and have already started implementing procurement safety clauses 

4. Letter to remaining boroughs who have progressed to at least FORS bronze and are  
considering implementing procurement safety clauses 

 
 
The Mayor and TfL should work with the boroughs to make HGV safety training a condition of 
planning and development consent for all borough and Mayoral planning schemes. The Mayor 
and TfL, and London Councils should write to the Committee to provide an update in this 
regard by February 2013. 
 
Response 
Virtually all planning conditions are set and enforced by the boroughs.  The Mayor only has 
direct power over planning conditions when he ‘calls in’ an application to determine it himself, 
which he has only done in a handful of cases since 2008.  For other applications referred to the 
Mayor, TfL’s Borough Planning team works with the boroughs to secure requirements for 
Construction Logistic Plans (CLPs), which can include HGV safety training.  TfL is currently 
investigating how future revisions to the London Plan could strengthen requirements for HGV 
safety training and similar future safety initiatives through planning policy. 
 
As a highway authority, TfL also has a variety of other powers (e.g. Section 278 agreements) 
that could potentially be used to require HGV safety training.  TfL is currently engaging in 
cross-organisational discussions about these possibilities. 
 
Driver safety training and FORS accreditation requirements are part of the Work Related Road 
Risk approach promoted by TfL.  This includes the forthcoming updated CLP guidance for both 
planning authorities and developers, due to be published in spring 2013.   
 
The Construction Logistics Plan information, published by TfL in February 2013, recommends 
borough planning authorities include requirements for HGV safety training and FORS bronze 
accreditation for contractors on all referred planning applications.  The borough FORS and 
Work Related Road Risk event held in February 2013 identified a number of boroughs already 
including requirements for HGV safety training as part of development consent.  Following the 
meeting all borough planning teams are to be contacted to clarify requirements. 
 
 
Recommendation 7 

 
TfL should report back to the Committee by February 2013 on the steps it is taking with the 
MPS on cycling safety, including: 
 



 

a) How the MPS Cycle Task Force will increase enforcement activity along busy cycle routes and 
at collision hotspots? 
 
Response 
Tasking of the Cycle Task Force (CTF) is intelligence-led, with officer deployment targeted to 
key casualty corridors. The new TfL Business Plan and my Cycling Vision makes provision to 
increase the number of CTF officers dealing with cycle safety. We will expand the CTF by more 
than a quarter from 39 to 50 officers. This increase in capacity will better equip them to deal 
with illegal and antisocial road user behaviour which contributes directly to cycling KSIs and to 
tackle cycle theft. Specifically, it will give scope to: 
 

 Increase visible presence to give greater confidence of the safety of London’s roads and 
allow a continuous focus on irresponsible, criminal and antisocial road use (by cyclists 
and drivers) at hotspots. 

 Guarantee coverage not just to key corridors and hotspots but also to Outer London 
boroughs (where the average speed limit is greater, requiring more officers to stop 
speeding drivers). 

 Support the ’Better Junctions’ programme, new Cycle Superhighways and enforce new 
road layouts and designs. 

 Expand delivery of Exchanging Places events through MPS Safer Transport Teams, 
using the CTF as a centre of excellence for training and support. 

 Support the delivery of the Cycle Safety Action Plan (and further actions identified), 
particularly Priority Action 3.4.1: for the MPS and other partners to put a renewed 
emphasis on reducing KSIs on London’s roads. The MPS, with Traffic Operational 
Command Unit (OCU) taking the lead, will undertake targeted enforcement against 
careless and dangerous road user behaviour. 

 Support traffic officers investigating fatal collisions by providing a police cyclist’s 
perspective of the collision. 

 
The future of cycle safety education and enforcement is not limited to the CTF. The MPS and 
City of London Police are planning an increase of visible, pan-London enforcement operations 
to reduce road danger, improve the perception of safety and improve road user behaviour, 
utilising transport policing teams including Safer Transport Teams, Roads Policing Unit and 
Traffic Operational Command Unit. Conducted in November 2012  and being planned again for 
Spring 2013, the week-long Operation Aegis was coordinated by the MPS Roads Policing Unit 
with support from MPS Safer Transport Teams simultaneously in a number of boroughs, 
policing junctions identified as priorities for cycle collisions. 
 
 
b) How the MPS plans to enforce 20mph as the number of 20mph zones increases across 
London? 
 
Response 
The Road Safety Action Plan is due to be published in spring 2013. We will use this to work 
with the MPS and London Boroughs, towards effective compliance with 20mph limits and to 
maximise casualty reduction. This work will be through the delivery of visible repeater signs and 
other measures, but where there is persistent non-compliance which causes road risk, the MPS 
will work with the traffic authorities to solve the problem and enforce where appropriate. MPS 
Traffic and transport resources are tasked according to speeding and road risk intelligence, and 
deployed strategically to reduce KSIs.  
 



 

Action 3.1.4 of the Cycle Safety Action Plan ensures that we support those boroughs who wish 
to implement speed reduction measures such as 20mph zones in line with my Transport 
Strategy. The Community Road Watch scheme also allows volunteers working with local 
policing teams to undertake road side checks on speeding, with borough police following up on 
any identified offenders. MPS Traffic and Safer Transport Command are working together to 
establish a new database that will compare activity across the boroughs to tackle regular 
offenders and there is a commitment to roll this scheme out across the MPS by the end of 
2013. We are committed to providing resources in the form of speed guns and dot matrix signs 
for each participating borough. 
 
 
c) Improving driver awareness of traffic regulations to protect cyclists, including its education 
campaign on the use of Advanced Stop Lines and the locations and audiences to be targeted 
 
Response 
Top locations for collisions involving cyclists in proximity to ASLs have been mapped, 
identifying the target locations to conduct an MPS/CoLP education/enforcement campaign on 
ASLs for maximum impact. The police will take up a 'harm reduction' approach to enforcing the 
law on ASLs, meaning cyclists and motorists will be penalised only if their behaviour causes 
potential danger to themselves or others. In the longer-term we will press for legislative 
changes in relation to offences committed and design of the ASL which is expected in 2014. 
 
The MPS have plans to utilise the Central London Motorcycle Patrol Team to enforce 
mandatory cycle lanes. This team is better equipped to catch powered two-wheelers 
contravening cycle lanes and are trained to issue notices for the online Capital Cycle Safe 
course, completion of which allows a reduction of a fixed penalty. 
 
 
d) The strategy in place to deliver education campaigns 
 
Response 
Where public awareness of the law in relation to the safe use of new or existing road 
infrastructure is deemed generally low, the police always aim to educate in the first instance, 
and follow a period of education with targeted enforcement. The requirement for education is 
identified through intelligence and analysis and through the observation and experience of 
officers on the ground. As part of our service specification agreement with relevant teams 
within the MPS and City of London Police, the police are required to support newly established 
cycling infrastructure and schemes such as Barclay's Cycle Hire and Cycle Superhighways 
through education, in the first instance, and ongoing enforcement. For example, to embed 
responsible road user behaviour at the new early start cyclist traffic signal system at Bow 
Roundabout, the MPS Cycle Task Force and Roads Policing Unit followed a two-week period of 
face-to-face engagement and advice, supplemented by information leaflets, with a period of 
targeted enforcement. 
 
The MPS and City of London Police offer education alternatives to financial penalties. In the 
ongoing Exchanging Places programme, cyclists committing offences are offered the chance to 
experience the view from the cab of an HGV as part of a road safety awareness lesson, as an 
alternative to a fixed penalty notice. Exchanging Places is tailored to address issues specific to 
different locations and corridors, using buses or working with Crossrail where appropriate. In a 
trial conducted by the Cycle Task Force and due to expand across the MPS, cyclists receiving a 
fixed penalty notice have the option to complete the online CycleSafe road safety course for a 
reduction in their penalty. 



 

 
The police target all road users, but the MPS Commercial Vehicle Unit (CVU) deliver cycle 
safety advice to HGV/LGV drivers and operators in London, working in partnership with TfL's 
Freight & Fleet team who administer the Fleet Operator Recognition Scheme. The CVU, part-
funded by TfL, engage with drivers/operators on key heavy goods traffic corridors, on routes 
to major construction sites, motorway service stations and depots. 
 
 
e) The issues it will prioritise in education campaigns over the next business plan period. 
 
This information will enable the Committee to examine in more detail how the MPS is 
contributing to efforts to improve cycling safety, including through the Cycle Task Force. 
 
Response 
Although not primarily educational organisations, the MPS and City of London Police, working 
with us, will prioritise a number of cycle safety issues in the coming business plan period: 
correct and considerate use of ASLs and mandatory cycle lanes; close proximity collisions 
resulting from vehicles passing too close; cyclists in vulnerable positions with regard to large 
vehicles; encourage improved behaviour of all road users; support for new guidance on criminal 
justice for those killed or seriously injured in cycle-related collisions. 
 
 
f) The Mayor and TfL should develop a plan to roll out cycle training across London, to enable 
all children to have equal access to cycle training. It should examine the level of funding 
required to provide cycle training to all London children, and explore options for securing 
funding. This may include, for example, options to secure a sponsorship partner. The Mayor 
and TfL should provide a response to the Committee on their plans to extend cycle training by 
February 2013. 
 
Response 
Monitoring provided by London boroughs indicates that 45 per cent of year 6 pupils currently 
receive cycle training at a cost of £2m each year. This training is currently provided by the 
London Boroughs and predominately funded through the Local Implementation Plan funding 
process. Some boroughs employ cycle training officers, but the majority use a variety of 
external suppliers to provide the training. To increase the provision of cycle training of London 
school children from the current levels, we will work closely with the boroughs to quantify the 
specific unmet need and the best way to address it in each borough.  In addition, we will 
analyse the specific barriers to cycle training, for example how some schools do not wish to 
allocate curriculum time to cycle training (currently cycle training is provided during the school 
day). 
 
Through this intelligence gathering and analysis, we will be able to identify the latent demand 
for cycle training and how much additional funding is required to meet this demand. It will also 
inform how this additional training should be delivered, taking into account local borough 
requirements. Any increase in the demand for cycle training provision will impact upon the 
borough staff delivering and managing cycle training contracts and would therefore need to be 
agreed with the boroughs. Additional funding requirements will be met through the TfL 
Business Plan and opportunities for private sector sponsorship will be identified. 
 
 
g) The DfT should examine evidence from leading cycling countries about the costs and 
benefits of stricter responsibility and penalties against dangerous driving that endangers 



 

cyclists. The DfT should inform the Committee about any work it has conducted to examine 
stricter liability, by February 2013. 
 
The following response has been provided by the Department for Transport: 
 
“The Department is not currently considering “strict liability”.  In English civil law, the principle 
of civil liability in motor insurance is predicated on the establishment of fault.  In order to prove 
fault, it is necessary to prove that the defendant’s actions caused the accident and were either 
negligent or intentional.   
 
To apply “strict” liability for motor insurance alone would mean an anomaly in the law of 
negligence, whereby claims involving personal injury or damage to property would be treated 
differently in law solely on the basis of how the injury or damage was sustained.     
 
To change the principle of fault based liability might also result in unfair results in cases where 
the motorist is driving entirely responsibly and the accident is caused by the irresponsible or 
negligent behaviour of the cyclist, or is simply an accident in which neither is to blame.  It 
would also remove the incentive for road users to act responsibly, which could have an 
undesirable effect on road safety.  
 
The Department is keen to work with stakeholders to explore how the existing justice system 
protects vulnerable roads users.  The Department has set up a stakeholder working group, with 
the Ministry of Justice, to discuss current legislation, application of the law and penalties.” 
 
 

Policing and Community Safety 
 
Policing plan puts thousands more officers in neighbourhoods 
 
On 25 March, I published my final Police and Crime Plan, which will put more officers on the 
streets, drive down crime and make policing more efficient by reforming the Met and boosting 
Safer Neighbourhood teams. 
 
Developed by the Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime (MOPAC), the Plan has been 
completed following an eight week public consultation which included town hall meetings in 
every London borough, giving local people the chance to air their views and influence the plan. 
 
My priority for policing in London is to maintain officer numbers and keep local police out on 
the streets. The Plan confirms my commitment to maintain police numbers at or around 
32,000, and includes a new local policing model that redeploys officers from the back office to 
the frontline with 1,200 more officers in boroughs and an additional 2,600 officers in Safer 
Neighbourhood Teams.  
 
Other highlights of the Police and Crime plan include: 
 

 Long-overdue changes to the Met estate. The estate plans are projected to save £60 
million in running costs that can help balance the Met budget and protect frontline 
policing.  Previous figures show less than 50 crimes a night are now reported at front 
counters in police stations. 

 



 

 For the first time I am setting new goals for London’s criminal justice system to cut delays 
getting to court, to increase compliance with community sentences and to cut youth 
reoffending – objectives backed by Londoners in the poll conducted for the consultation. 

 

 Better working with partner organisations to identify crime hotspots and develop smarter 
solutions to alcohol and drug-related crime including the roll-out of the pilot Alcohol 
Abstinence Monitoring Requirement. 

 

 Extending existing funding agreements for all four rape crisis centres in London, 
guaranteeing the continuation of their services. 

 

 Creation of a £1 million crime prevention fund from which new Safer Neighbourhood 
Boards in every borough (from 2014) will be able to bid to fund local projects. 

 
The final Police and Crime Plan is available here: 
http://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/policing-and-crime/police-and-crime-plan. 
 
Violence against Women and Girls Strategy 
 
In March, I published guidance for all local authorities on how to move to an integrated 
approach to tackling violence against women and girls (VAWG). The guidance offers boroughs 
additional resources on the purpose of addressing VAWG and what integrated approaches 
involve, as well as suggesting steps forward that can be taken and provides tools which can 
support the shift to a VAWG approach.  
 
On 18 April, I delivered against one of the commitments under my Violence against Women 
and Girls Strategy through the publication of a GLA workplace policy to heighten awareness of 
violence against women and girls and provide guidance for employees and management to 
address the occurrence of such violence and its effects on the workplace. My Deputy Mayor for 
Policing and Crime launched the strategy which will assist and support any staff facing such 
violence. 
 
 

Transport 
 
£1 billion investment in cycling 
 
On 7 March, I announced plans to create a “Crossrail for the bike” as part of a nearly £1 billion 
investment in London cycling. The route will run for more than 15 miles, very substantially 
segregated, from the western suburbs through the heart of London to Canary Wharf and 
Barking. 
 
As part of the investment Outer London boroughs are being invited to become “mini-Hollands” 
for the bicycle in a £100 million bidding process. Up to four outer boroughs will be chosen for 
substantial investment, with very high spending concentrated on a relatively small area for a 
genuinely transformational impact. 
 
Other elements in the “Mayor’s Vision for Cycling” include: 
 

 more Dutch-style fully-segregated lanes; 

http://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/policing-and-crime/police-and-crime-plan


 

 more “semi-segregation” on other streets, with bikes better separated from other 
vehicles; 

 a new network of “Quietways” – direct, continuous, fully-signposted routes on peaceful 
side streets, running far into the suburbs, and aimed at people put off by cycling in 
traffic; 

 substantial improvements to both existing and proposed Superhighways, including 
some re-routings; 

 a new “Central London Grid” of bike routes in the City and West End, using 
segregation, quiet streets, and two-way cycling on one-way traffic streets, to join all 
the other routes together. 

 
A copy of my vision for cycling can be found online:  www.london.gov.uk/publication/mayors-
vision-cycling. 
 
Ultra Low Emission Discount to make Congestion Charge scheme greener 
 
On 23 April a new Ultra Low Emission Discount (ULED) was announced to make the 
Congestion Charge greener. It will replace the existing discount and ensure that only the 
greenest zero or ultra-low emission vehicles driving into the capital receive a 100 per cent 
discount.  Two further changes will see the removal of the option to pay the charge in shops, 
which is now used for only six per cent of payments, and an increase in the level of penalty 
charge from £120 to £130. These adjustments will come into effect from 1 July 2013. 
 
The changes were confirmed following a 12-week consultation on the proposals, which sought 
the views of Londoners, businesses and key stakeholders.  These changes will help spur the use 
of the cleanest possible vehicles in the capital.  To qualify for the new discount vehicles will 
have to be either pure electric or be cars and vans that emit 75g/km or less of CO2 and meet 
the Euro 5 emission standard for air quality. 
 
The ULED will be introduced on 1 July 2013 and will provide a single 100 per cent discount 
from the Congestion Charge for electric vehicles and ultra low emission cars and vans.  It 
replaces the current Greener Vehicle Discount (GVD) and the Electric Vehicle Discount (EVD), 
although anyone registered for the EVD will automatically be transferred to the new ULED. 
 
Royal visit as LU celebrates 150 years of serving London 
 
On 20 March, Her Majesty The Queen, His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh and Her 
Royal Highness The Duchess of Cambridge visited Baker Street Underground station to mark 
the 150th anniversary of London Underground.  
 
The Royal party were shown examples of LU’s past and future, firstly viewing the Metropolitan 
Railway Jubilee Carriage No 353, the oldest operational Underground carriage in existence 
used recently on a steam run to mark the 150th anniversary, then viewing one of the new 
walkthrough air conditioned Tube trains which are being introduced on 40 per cent of the 
network. The new trains are built by Bombardier in Derby – another example of London’s 
transport network stimulating jobs and growth outside of the capital.  
 
Her Majesty unveiled a plaque naming one of the trains “Queen Elizabeth II”, and the Duchess 
of Cambridge was presented with a “Baby on Board” badge. 
 
 
 

http://www.london.gov.uk/publication/mayors-vision-cycling
http://www.london.gov.uk/publication/mayors-vision-cycling


 

First new bus for London ‘production vehicles’ leave the factory 
 
The first six of my new buses for London have now been dispatched from the Wrightbus 
factory in Northern Ireland, with a further 594 arriving over the next three years.   
 
These first half dozen vehicles are now being used for driver training and familiarisation in 
preparation of the first fully converted route in June. 
 
The route 24, which Metroline operates between Pimlico and Hampstead Heath, will become 
the first bus route to operate exclusively with New Bus for London vehicles.     
 
Many components of the new bus, including engines, chassis, superstructure and seats, are 
manufactured in the UK.  The order of components from companies across the UK will also 
further stimulate the economy. 
 
Barclays Cycle Hire south west extension construction works begin 
 
On 4 April, TfL announced that construction had begun on the south-western expansion of the 
Barclays Cycle Hire scheme. 
 
The expansion of the scheme is planned to be open to the public in December 2013, will bring 
the highly successful Barclays Cycle Hire to new areas within Wandsworth, Hammersmith & 
Fulham, Lambeth and Kensington & Chelsea. So far users of the scheme have undertaken more 
than 20 million hires, helping make London a truly cyclised city. 
 
More than 100 potential locations have already been already approved for new Barclays Cycle 
Hire docking stations across London and around a further 150 are currently going through the 
planning process. New locations have been selected for consideration based on potentially 
cyclable journeys within the area, local attractions and proximity to key public transport 
connections. 
 
Lane rental scheme cuts roadworks disruption 
 
On 26 April, TfL announced that London’s lane rental scheme, the first of its kind in the UK 
has seen serious and severe disruption from roadworks in the lane rental areas cut by more 
than a third compared to the same period the previous year.  
 
The scheme, which came into effect on 11 June 2012 on the busiest parts of London’s road 
network, is designed to encourage utility companies to avoid digging up the busiest roads at 
peak traffic times. Following the introduction of the scheme, more than 92 per cent of utility 
company roadworks at the traffic hotspots are now taking place outside of peak traffic hours, 
compared to around 30 per cent before the scheme came into effect. For Transport for 
London’s (TfL’s) own roadworks, this figure is now 99 per cent. 
 
All main utility companies have now also signed up to the use of rapid drying materials, 
considerably reducing the amount of time required to reopen roads and helping to save 
approximately 2,700 days of disruption across London. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Boarding ramps to be introduced at 19 additional stations  
 
On 30 April, TfL announced that boarding ramps – used to bridge the gap between platform 
and train at Tube stations – will be introduced to all remaining step-free stations where it’s 
feasible to deploy them this summer.  
 
The ramps were retained at 16 Tube stations in September last year after their use during the 
2012 Games and will now be introduced at an additional 40 platforms at 19 additional stations. 
 
Currently, 66 stations on the network are step-free from street to platform, but the gap 
between platform and train has meant that wheelchair and mobility scooter users can struggle 
to board. The new deployment of ramps means of the platforms that are currently accessible 
step-free from the street, 76 per cent (149 out of 195) will now be accessible to wheelchair 
and mobility scooter users through the use of the ramps, raised platform sections, low floor 
trains and other improvements. 
 
 
Three new lifts transform accessibility at Crystal Palace station 
 
The £7.5m refurbishment programme at Crystal Palace was completed on 25 March with the 
opening of three new lifts with connecting glass walkways, further enhancing  accessibility at 
this historic station. 
 
The 11,000 passengers that use the station each day now are seeing the benefits from not only 
the lifts but also from improved CCTV, customer information screens, a PA system, and new 
signage, 
  
A huge range of further improvements are also being made, including the introduction of 
manual boarding ramps, wide aisle gates, tactile paving and raised platform sections to give 
level access to the train. The on-system and online information TfL offer passengers is also 
being overhauled to help disabled passengers to plan and make journeys in the easiest way 
possible.    
 
Transport for London urges teenagers to “Stop Think! Live” on the road  
 
On 21 March, TfL launched its latest teen road safety campaign ‘Stop Think! Live’. The 
campaign includes targeted information for motorists to ensure they take care and watch out 
for other road users.  In addition to this, TfL continues to implement engineering measures and 
work with the police to enforce speed limits and driver behaviour to improve the safety of the 
capital’s roads. 
 
The posters were placed across London in locations that teens regularly pass such as bus 
shelters and phone boxes. In a new move, young video bloggers used their unique ‘vlogs’ to 
spread the message to their young followers via social media.  
 
Oyster customer services moves to a local rate number 
 
Customers calling for information on fares, refunds or to make a complaint about Oyster issues 
are now calling 0343 222 1234, a local rate number which is also included in many fixed line 
and mobile phone bundles, replacing the previous 0845 number. 
 



 

This complements the improvements TfL is making to Oyster online to help customers manage 
their travel more easily.  
  
iBoat to help passengers navigate the Thames  
 
Passengers travelling on the River Thames need never ‘miss the boat’ again, following the 
introduction of TfL’s new real time boat arrival information service to all piers served by River 
Bus services. 
 
Using the same technology as the hugely successful iBus service, up-to-the-minute boat arrival 
information has been made available on screens at piers and via a text message service.  The 
data will be available on the TfL website later this year. 
 
The delivery of real time boat information along the River Thames was detailed in my ‘River 
Action Plan’ which was published in February 2013.  It is the first of many measures that are to 
be delivered with an aim to double the number of passengers using the river by 2020. 
 
Transport for London launches competition to create ‘Accessibility Apps’ 
 
On 11 March, TfL launched a competition to create new ‘Accessibility Apps’, marking the first 
in a series of initiatives to improve the variety of apps on offer to help provide the best 
information to our customers.  
 
As part of the competition developers were invited to apply with ideas for a new travel app 
which will make TfL real-time data more accessible to a far wider audience than mainstream 
Apple/Android apps. The winning entries will receive development support from TfL. 
  
Making the transport network accessible to all is a key issue and lots of work has taken place 
over recent years to deliver a range of accessibility improvements.  
 
Fares for the Putney to Blackfriars River Bus Service 
 
I have approved the proposed TfL fares for the Putney to Blackfriars river bus service and 
signed the fares direction to TfL under section 155(1)(c) of the Greater London Authority Act 
1999. 
 
Northern Line Extension to Battersea – Transport and Works Act Order application 
 
I have given my consent as required by Section 20(4) of the Transport and Works Act 1992, as 
amended by Section 168 of the Greater London Authority Act 1999, to authorise Transport for 
London to submit an application for an Order under the Transport and Works Act 1992 for 
powers to implement the Northern Line Extension project. 
 
 

Business, Enterprise and the Economy 
 
Visit to United Arab Emirates and Qatar 
 
I travelled to the United Arab Emirates from 14 to 16 April and 18 to 21 April, visiting Abu 
Dhabi and Dubai. Originally I had planned to visit Kuwait during my visit to the region but due 
to my unexpected return to London mid-week, to oversee the preparations for and attend the 
funeral of Baroness Thatcher, this element of the visit was postponed until a later date. 



 

 
During the visit I met individuals from the royal families and governments of both countries, 
plus key people from their investment authorities (sovereign wealth funds), numerous business 
representatives from a broad range of sectors, plus leading people from their cultural 
foundations. I discussed the investment opportunities that existed in London plus the 
prospects for increasing the level of trade and potential for exchanges in the fields of sport and 
culture that would assist in developing a better understanding of each other’s culture and an 
ever closer relationship. I spoke to several hundred business people at different events. 
 
Whilst the majority of the world’s economies have continued to struggle in recent years this 
region has continued to show strong economic growth. There are huge opportunities for 
London companies to tender for work in the region as Governments invest billions of pounds in 
infrastructure developments and efforts to diversify their economies into alternative sectors – 
such as technology, culture and education. 
 
This potential builds on the already substantial ties we have with the region in terms of the 
significant investments these countries have already made in London. My trip was aimed at 
solidifying the good relations we have and promoting London as the city of choice for trade, 
investment, to study in and to visit. 
 
Travelling alongside me was a business delegation representing key sectors such as technology, 
financial services and construction. 
 
639 Tottenham High Road Enterprise Centre  
 
On 8 May, I officially opened the doors to the Enterprise Centre on Tottenham High Road that 
will provide a vibrant and affordable opportunity for business start-ups and expansion in 
Tottenham.  The launch event was also attended by Ledley King as part of his role as a Youth 
Ambassador for Tottenham. 
 
People with new business ideas as well as existing small and medium sized businesses will be 
given the opportunity to take up new and affordable workspace. They will be offered business 
support and training to help their businesses grow and expand. It will be a test bed of 
entrepreneurial ideas and talent. People will be given the chance to trail their own business 
ideas and over the course of three years the project will deliver at least 85 new businesses that 
will operate for 12 months and longer.  The project will also support mentoring, volunteering 
and apprenticeships.  
 
The enterprise centre is set in a prominent listed building on the Tottenham High Road that 
the GLA has refurbished over the last 18 months and the project will be managed for the first 
three years by the London Youth Support Trust 
 
I have provided approximately £3m of funding to deliver the 639 Tottenham High Road 
Enterprise Centre. I am also involved in other Tottenham related regeneration projects and in 
total I have committed to providing £28m of funding for the area to help create jobs, support a 
series of physical regeneration projects, which include;  
 

 £2.5m to fund physical improvements to rejuvenate Tottenham High Road  

 £1.5m to support employment and skills projects in Tottenham   

 £3m to transform 639 Tottenham High Road to provide a new enterprise centre 
offering affordable, flexible work space 



 

 £18m for North Tottenham, including £3.5m to deliver highways and parking 
improvements, £2.5m investment in a District Energy Network, £8.5m to transform the 
area immediately adjacent to the new Tottenham Hotspur Stadium, £3.5m investment 
in Tottenham Hale Station  

 £3m for an Opportunity Investment Fund to invest in key sites on the High Street, 
informed by the findings of the Tottenham Master Plan 

 The GLA is also co-funding the preparation of a Tottenham wide masterplan to guide 
future development and investment opportunities  

 
£40 million to boost jobs and growth 
 
On 2 May, I announced £40 million to encourage jobs and growth in small and medium 
businesses, technology, science and infrastructure. This followed the publication of the London 
Enterprise Panel's (LEP) strategy setting out a series of recommendations to keep the capital’s 
economy buoyant and competitive.  
 
The £40 million package is designed to encourage private sector investment and will be 
targeted across areas identified by the LEP as being of strategic importance to London's 
economic growth. The largest portion - £25 million - will be used to create a scheme to raise 
equity or loan finance for small and medium-sized businesses. The remaining £15 million is 
available for investment into the capital's science and technology sector or infrastructure.  
 
Cheaper travel for apprentices 
 
On 11 March, I kicked off National Apprenticeship Week by announcing a new concessionary 
travel scheme that will help put money back in the pockets of hard working apprentices. 
  
From May the scheme, which was one of my manifesto commitments, will allow anyone in the 
first year of an apprenticeship to get 30 per cent off adult rate Travelcards and Bus & Tram 
pass season tickets. It is expected to benefit around 40,000 apprentices living and working in 
the capital and forms part of my on-going campaign to boost employment opportunities for 
young Londoners.  The concession could save an apprentice up to £660 a year on the cost of 
an annual travel card. 
 
‘Smart London’ vision 
 
On 22 March, I announced a top line-up of experts including leading academics, businesses 
and entrepreneurs to develop a ‘Smart London’ vision that puts technological innovation at the 
heart of making the capital an even better place to live, work and invest.  The move forms part 
my ambition for London to be the best big city in the world by helping businesses to harness 
technology and develop cutting edge ideas and products that will help meet the challenges 
that all global cities face.   
  
The ‘Smart London’ board, chaired by Professor David Gann, Head of Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship at Imperial College Business School, will look at how the capital can best use 
technology and data to ensure it remains one of the world’s most efficient and liveable cities. 
  
Drawn from London's world-leading universities and businesses, the board will also help to 
harness the capital’s creative energy and technical expertise to address the capital’s core 
challenges such as population growth, congestion, ageing infrastructure and reduced energy 
use. 
 



 

The hunt for tomorrow’s green entrepreneurs 
 
Ground-breaking fashion designer, Dame Vivienne Westwood and Dragon's Den entrepreneur 
Deborah Meaden are to join me in the hunt for tomorrow’s green entrepreneurs as judges for 
my 2013 Low Carbon Prize.  
 
With a share of £20,000 up for grabs, and the chance to be shortlisted for a paid internship 
with sponsors Siemens, my Low Carbon Prize challenges students from across London to come 
up with the most innovative ideas to reduce carbon emissions in the capital.  
  
Finalists will have the chance to pitch their ideas to the judges with the winners claiming not 
only the title but the opportunity to turn their designs into a commercial reality with cash and 
practical support. 
  
London is already at the centre of innovation for green technologies with the capital’s low 
carbon and environmental goods and services sector worth an estimated £27 billion. 
Supporting innovation in this field will not only help reduce carbon emissions from buildings, 
transport and energy infrastructure but will also deliver jobs and economic growth. 
 
Team London Programme 2013-16 
 
I have approved the Team London programme for 2013-16, use of up to £1.5 million of 
estimated underspend on the 2012-13 City Operations programme budgets (funded by 
Olympic precept as part of the Public Sector Funding Package), and £200,000 of GLA 
programme budget, for delivery of the same and further, enhanced programme activity with a 
value of up to £4.0 million if third party funding can be raised in this regard. 
 
I have agreed the seeking of sponsorship and other income, of up to £2.3 million to assist in 
meeting the costs of any enhanced programme and entry into and execution of related 
sponsorship/funding agreements (as appropriate). 
 
I have delegated to the Senior Adviser for Team London, Volunteering, Charities & Sponsorship 
authority to approve all further arrangements for the delivery of the programme including 
without limitation the procurement, award of contracts for services, and/or supplies, 
sponsorship agreements and grant funding agreements as necessary. 
 
Apprenticeships Campaign 
 
I have approved the delivery of a GLA led marketing and communications campaign concerning 
the Mayor’s Apprenticeships Campaign. I have also approved the procurement and resulting 
award of, entry into and execution of contract(s) for marketing, communications and media 
buying services (with an aggregated value not exceeding £190,000). 
 

London Skills and Employment Observatory (LSEO) Interim Service 
 
I have approved the award of, entry into and execution of a contract with the Centre for 
Economic and Social Inclusion (with a value of up to £91,000) for the provision of London 
Skills and Employment Observatory services until the end of the financial year 2012-13. 
 
I have agreed a related exemption from the requirement of the GLA’s Contracts and Funding 
Code to seek three or more written quotations for contracts with values between £5,000 and 
£125,000. 



 

 
Finally, I have approved the scoping and procurement of and subsequent award, entry into and 
execution of contract(s) for the delivery of the new services from 1 April 2013 with the 
bidder(s) submitting the best quality and most economically advantageous bid(s). 
 
 

Environment 
 
Bid to boost market for small energy producers 
 
In a ground-breaking new move to secure London’s future energy supply and boost investment 
and growth in London’s low carbon economy, I am bidding to enable the capital’s small 
electricity producers to sell power to the market at a better rate. 
 
The GLA is the first authority in the country to apply to Ofgem for a new type of electricity 
supply licence. Initially it will allow the GLA to buy excess electricity produced by London’s 
boroughs and public bodies before selling it on, at cost price, to other public sector 
organisations, such as Transport for London, the Met Police and NHS hospitals. If the scheme 
proves successful I plan to extend it to include private sector energy producers in London as 
well. 
 
Increasing revenues for smaller generators will improve the viability of local energy projects in 
London and spark an investment boom in the capital’s low carbon energy infrastructure. In the 
short term, it could help bring in more than £300 million worth of investment for 22 heat and 
power projects already in the pipeline. In the longer term, it could help generate over £8 billion 
of investment and around 850 jobs a year until 2025. 
 
I am also investigating opportunities for using smart technologies to help manage peak 
demands on London’s power grid and make London’s energy more resilient in the future. 
Intelligent energy systems can help deliver secure, affordable, low carbon energies and will help 
meet my target to cut carbon emissions by 60 per cent by 2050. 
 
New funding for thousands of trees 
 
On 3 May, I announced funding for thousands of new trees and a week of events to encourage 
Londoners to appreciate their local trees and woodland.   
 
In a range of initiatives to boost tree planting, I am opening up funding bids for 5,000 more 
street trees as part of my pledge to plant 10,000 new street trees by 2015. I have also 
announced £100,000 of grants for community tree projects. Last year this scheme supported 
projects across 16 boroughs involving 750 volunteers helping to plant 2,500 more trees.  
 
In addition the capital is holding the first ever ‘London Tree Week’. Created by my RE:LEAF 
partnership, the week of events has been designed to get more Londoners involved in caring 
for their local trees and woodlands. Events include free tree health demonstrations in Hyde 
Park, training sessions on orchard planting, ancient tree trails and woodland walks. Trees 
outside the Garden Museum in Lambeth are even set to be ‘yarn bombed’ (a style of urban 
knitting street art). 
  
City Hall is also set to host an exhibition on London’s native trees, with information on the tree 
planting programme for the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, as well as the annual RE:LEAF tree 
and woodland awards to celebrate tree planting and conservation in the capital.  



 

 
Pocket Parks 
 
On 18 March, I was pleased to announce the first 27 projects to receive funding through my 
Pocket Parks Initiative.  This initiative will deliver 100 new or enhanced pocket parks across 
London by March 2015 from a total funding pot of £2 million. Pocket parks are small areas of 
inviting public space for all people to enjoy, providing relief from the hustle and bustle of the 
city. These spaces should have trees and greenery; they should be open to all; they should have 
places to sit and relax and for people to come together; and they should contribute to making 
the city friendlier, greener and more resilient. The second round of funding for pocket parks 
will be launched at the end of May 2013.  This will include a new strand available to community 
groups to deliver pocket parks.   
 
Technology Strategy Board 
 
I have secured £3m from the Technology Strategy Board to take forward three projects that 
demonstrate the value of data sharing and collaborative business models to help meet 
London’s emerging opportunities in its evolution as a ‘Smart City’. Two projects are designed to 
improve the planning of new infrastructure, co-ordinate road works and reduce road use by 
delivery companies, reducing congestion and emissions. The third is designed to allow people 
access to short-term work and volunteering opportunities as a means to build their CVs 
 
 

Social Inclusion and Health 
 
Mayor to head new Health Board for London 
 
On 16 April, I announced plans to head a new strategic Health Board for London that will bring 
together a range of experts to champion the health needs of people across the capital and 
promote London’s life sciences (research) sector. 
 
I am working with London’s councils and health organisations to create a forum where key 
London issues and resources can be discussed, advocated and promoted.  
 
This is part of a range of health initiatives I am supporting including funding grass root sports 
and physical activity, backing healthy school breakfasts, launching take away tool kits, tackling 
alcohol misuse, and providing cancer information in communities. 
 
Members of the Board include council leaders and representatives from the health sector 
including GPs and doctors, and they are set to meet for the first time in May. 
 
New drive to make London Schools healthier 
 
On 30 April, I launched a new initiative to promote healthy eating, physical activity and 
wellbeing in the capital's schools.  
  
Funding worth £600,000 over three years is being given to develop Healthy Schools London, 
which will reach out to every London child and support schools' efforts to improve the health 
and wellbeing of their pupils. 
  
Healthy Schools London will recognise schools that are doing good work to tackle a variety of 
issues affecting children and young people, including obesity and physical activity. More than a 



 

third of London's 11 year olds are overweight and more than one in five are obese. Figures 
published by the Government reveal that sedentary activities account for 3.4 hours of a child's 
day. Only 32 per cent of boys and 24 per cent of girls meet its physical activity guidelines and 
the most common form of competitive sport outside school for youngsters is at sports clubs - 
just over a quarter of 11-15 year olds belonging to one. 
 
Enhancing London’s Shopmobility Services  
 
On 30 April, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Victoria Borwick, was joined by representatives from 
Shopmobility Services across London to launch my legacy project to enhance London’s 
Shopmobility services.  The GLA purchased 76 reconditioned mobility scooters from the 
company that originally supplied mobility equipment to the 2012 Games Mobility Scheme in 
the Olympic Park and distributed these vehicles to mobility schemes in operation across 
London. 
 
My legacy project will enhance existing Shopmobility schemes and stimulate the development 
of new Shopmobility schemes where they are lacking. Organisations were extremely grateful for 
the equipment received, as some existing Shopmobility schemes are using equipment that is 15 
to 20 years old. 
 
Hosted Fit Cities – Fit World 2013 
 
On 18 March, Victoria Borwick, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, welcomed 175 delegates to City 
Hall for the first day of Fit Cities - Fit World 2013, a two day international public health 
conference hosted in London.  The conference brought together architects, planners, public 
health professionals, designers and developers to address how design of the built environment 
and the public realm could improve health outcomes in communities, helping to prevent 
chronic diseases such as obesity, diabetes, heart disease, some cancers and asthma.   
 
Danish delegation  
 
On 25 March, Victoria Borwick, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, welcomed politicians and officers 
from Viborg municipality in Denmark who had come to London to find out more about the Well 
London programme and its community-based approach to health promotion. Following their 
trip, which included visits to two of the Well London target areas, Viborg is planning to adopt 
some of the elements of the programme such as providing local volunteers with formal training 
that will help them move into employment or further education.  
 
Hepatitis Round Table 
 
On 27 March, Victoria Borwick, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, co-hosted an expert roundtable 
with the Hepatitis C Trust.  Hepatitis C is an issue that disproportionately affects vulnerable 
and socially excluded groups in London.  The event brought together senior stakeholders from 
local authorities, the NHS and voluntary sector to explore effective ways of responding to this 
challenge. It focused on how those who commission and deliver hepatitis C services can best 
provide for harder to reach groups in London. 
 
At the event the Hepatitis C Trust launched a new report entitled ‘Capital Challenge: Tackling 
hepatitis C in London’ which included recommendations for key London stakeholders.  
 
 
 



 

Commonwealth Day Reception 
 
On 11 March, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Victoria Borwick, attended on my behalf a 
Commonwealth Day Reception held at Marlborough House on Pall Mall. 
 
Mayor of Sana’a (Yemen) 
 
On 12 March, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Victoria Borwick, hosted Mr Abdel Qader Hilal, the 
Mayor of Sana’a (Yemen) to City Hall. The Mayor was on a four day fact finding mission, 
sponsored by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, and was particularly keen to hear of best 
practice in terms of local, regional and national governance. He was accompanied on his visit to 
City Hall by HE Abdullah Ali Alradhi, the Ambassador of Yemen to the United Kingdom. 
 
House Mill 
 
On 12 March, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Victoria Borwick, visited House Mill in Newham on 
my behalf. Victoria met supporters and volunteers of the restoration project and campaign to 
preserve and restore one of London’s key historic sites. 
 
HMS Belfast 75th Anniversary Celebrations 
 
On 15 March, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Victoria Borwick, attended and spoke on my behalf 
at the celebrations of the 75th Anniversary of HMS Belfast being launched. The celebrations 
took place on HMS Belfast. Victoria broke a bottle of champagne over the bow of the ship in 
the finest naval tradition and spoke the same words given by Mrs Anne Chamberlain, wife of 
the then Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain, on 17 March 1938. The Lord Mayor of Belfast, 
Alderman Gavin Robinson, was also in attendance. Victoria then went on to HMS Westminster 
to officially assist with the opening of a refurbished red phone box on the ship.   
 
HMS Belfast is the last surviving Second World War Royal Navy ship of her generation and saw 
active service in protecting the arctic convoys, taking part in the D-Day landings of 1944 and 
serving during the Korean War. She retired from service in 1963 and was brought to London in 
1971. HMS Belfast is now seen to many as a monument to the ultimate calling in public service 
and sacrifice.    
 
Brent Health Partnership Event 
 
On 22 March, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Victoria Borwick, attended a Health Partnership 
Event in Park Royal in Brent. The health awareness event provided an opportunity for members 
of the public to get healthy hints, top tips and free health checks, particularly around tackling 
obesity and preventing cancer. A number of services were on hand to speak with the public 
including the Safer Neighbourhood Team, Stop Smoking Service, drug and alcohol services, 
specialist dieticians, the British Heart Foundation and Diabetes UK.  
 
Neuroscience Summit 
 
On 11 April, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Victoria Borwick, attended the Neuroscience Summit 
held at the Royal Society at Carlton House Terrace. 
 
 
 
 



 

RAF 95th Anniversary Service 
 
On 14 April, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Victoria Borwick, attended on my behalf a service to 
celebrate the 95th Anniversary of the forming of the Royal Air Force at St Clement Danes 
Church in the Strand.      
     
 

Children, Young People and Education 
 
London Schools Excellence Fund 
 
On 27 March, my £24 million London Schools Excellence Fund was launched in the Chamber at 
City Hall with 200 representatives from London’s schools and other organisations. 
 
The Fund is supported by the Department for Education and the GLA, and aims to drive up 
standards in literacy and numeracy amongst children leaving primary school and standards in 
maths, sciences and languages in London’s secondary schools.  
 
My Deputy Mayor for Education and Culture, Munira Mirza, encouraged schools to bid for 
funds in collaboration with each other and also partners such as universities, independent 
schools, businesses and charities. The former Chair of my Education Inquiry, Dr Tony Sewell, 
and Prof Sir George Berwick, Executive Principal, Ravens Wood School, also spoke in support of 
the Fund’s opportunities. 
 
I want the Fund to support more professional development for teachers across London and 
spread excellent teaching practice, by supporting evidence based activity. We ran ran three 
application workshops during April attended by 151 schools and their potential partners.  
 
There has been a very strong response to the first deadline for Round 1 applications to the 
Fund which closed on 29 April, with 150 stage 1 applications received. A second, Round 1 
deadline closes on 17 June. Full details of the Fund including a prospectus are on the website.  
 
Kingsley Academy 
 
On 25 April, I opened Kingsley Academy in the borough of Hounslow, which is the fourth 
academy to be established under my Academies Programme. It provides places for 800 
students aged 11-16 and 200 aged 16-19.  
 
My ambition is for all students in my academies, and all London’s young people, to receive a 
rich and challenging academic grounding so that they have the skills, knowledge and creativity 
to succeed in life.  
 
We want to see in the academies– Aylward Academy and Nightingale Academy in the borough 
of Enfield and Bexleyheath Academy in the borough of Bexley – a continued reduction in the 
number of young people leaving the academies at risk of becoming NEET.  
 
Teach First 
 
On St George’s day (23 April) I visited Tidemill Academy in Deptford and taught part of a 
lesson on St George to a Year 6 class to help publicise Teach First’s ‘Every Child Can’ campaign 
that week.  
 



 

Teach First is a charity that trains graduates with an upper second or above to spend two years 
teaching in low income communities across Britain before beginning their careers. Eligible 
schools are those where more than half of the pupils come from the poorest 30 per cent of 
families. The ‘Every Child Can’ campaign asked people to give £3 to sponsor a lesson from a 
Teach First teacher and highlighted the need to end educational inequality. This is based on 
the fact that children from low income families are less likely to do well at school, get a decent 
job and lead a happy, healthy life.  
 
 

London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games, Legacy and Sport 
 
Olympic Stadium’s future secured in historic deal 
 
On 22 March, Newham Mayor, Sir Robin Wales, and I announced that the long-term future of 
the iconic stadium on Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park had been secured with a deal which 
confirms West Ham United Football Club as the Stadium’s long-term anchor tenant. 
 
West Ham United Football Club will move into the Stadium in summer 2016, after it is 
transformed into a UEFA Category 4 venue with 54,000 seats. Transformation works will 
include a new roof, corporate areas, toilets, concessions and retractable seating. 
 
In addition to the funds to be provided by the Legacy Corporation for the adaptation works, 
West Ham will contribute £15 million, Newham Council will invest £40 million and the 
Government has agreed to provide additional support of up to £25 million should it be required 
once the tenders are returned. 
 
The deal will generate hundreds of new jobs, encourage many thousands of visitors to the local 
area and act as a catalyst for further economic investment and growth in the area. The 
proposed sale of Upton Park also provides further regeneration opportunities. 
 
Events in Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park 
 
On 29 March the Legacy Corporation began its Park in Progress visits which welcome people to 
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park and to the top of the ArcelorMittal Orbit for the first time since 
the Games. Since the tours began on Good Friday some 30,000 tickets have been sold. The 
visits will run until 23 June. In addition hundreds of local residents from the Host Boroughs 
took part in free preview tours during March. 
 
Throughout March and April, the Legacy Corporation has continued to add to the range of 
events being staged on Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park this summer. Performers such as Bruce 
Springsteen, Justin Timberlake, Jay Z, Mumford & Sons will be the star performers at a series 
of concerts. In addition the Sainsbury’s Anniversary Games will be held in the Stadium in front 
of capacity crowds with tickets for the first two days selling out in just over an hour showing 
the demand and appetite for events on the Park. 
 
Community events like East, Ride London and the Festival of Disability Sport will ensure the 
Park attracts visitors throughout the summer and give people a taste of what this new part of 
London will be like when the whole Park opens in spring 2014. 
 
In addition, the Legacy Corporation announced that it doubled the number of apprentices 
working on the Park. The 60 apprentices are working on converting venues for public use, 
building new parkland and creating new roads and other infrastructure. They represent 5 per 



 

cent of the total Park workforce exceeding the Legacy’s Corporation’s 3 per cent apprentice 
target. Almost all (97 per cent) of the apprentices are from the local area and 25 per cent are 
women. 
 
Ledley King’s Testimonial dinner at Tottenham Hotspur Football Club 
 
On 7 May, I attended Ledley King’s Testimonial dinner at Tottenham Hotsput Football Club. I 
attended the dinner to show my support for Ledley who has recently agreed to be a Mayoral 
youth ambassador for Tottenham. I am currently in discussions with Ledley about how best he 
can perform this role but it is likely to include a series of engagement and support activities 
with young people from the Tottenham area.  
 
Lower Lea Valley Compulsory Purchase Orders 
 
I have approved payment of compensation monies in full & final settlement for property 
interests acquired from Gladquote Limited & Sabreleague Limited under the LDA (Lower Lea 
Valley, Olympic and Legacy) Compulsory Purchase Order 2O05. 
 
I have also approved a strategy towards settling a claim for compensation for interests acquired 
under the London Development Agency Lower Lea Valley (Olympic and Legacy) Compulsory 
Purchase Order 2005. 
 
 

Culture and Events 
 
St Patrick’s Day 
 
On 17 March, I supported a free festival and parade to mark the occasion of St Patrick’s Day. 
The event attracted a total audience of 90,000 people and attendees included the Irish 
Ambassador Bobby McDonagh, Dr James Reilly T.D. the Irish Government Minister for Health, 
and the Deputy Mayor for Housing, Land and Property Richard Blakeway who attended the 
event on my behalf. 
 
The event included a stage, which showcased traditional and modern Irish music and dance, a 
comedy tent, a small Irish food market, a Film Bus and a creative children’s area. 
 
I was delighted to once again support this event, which showcases annually the contribution of 
the Irish community to our city and promote Irish culture so prominently. 
 
St George’s Day 
 
On 20 April, my Events team presented the Feast of St George, in celebration of St George’s 
Day, inspired by its 13th century origins as a national day of feasting.  
 
My Deputy Mayor, Munira Mirza, welcomed the crowds to a sun-drenched Trafalgar Square 
and a feast of traditional English fare and free entertainments. 
 
An estimated 20,000 attended throughout the day, enjoying the English food market, with 
stalls selling mouth-watering treats including hog roast, homemade pies and freshly squeezed 
lemonade, and seated within a splendidly decorated banqueting area featuring a magnificent, 
interactive dragon sculpture as its centrepiece. Other highlights included live cookery 



 

demonstrations, pop-up entertainment, children’s activities, traditional garden games and 
music from some of London’s best young musical talent from my GIGS busking competition. 
 
Vaisakhi 
 
On 5 May, the Deputy Mayor for Business and Enterprise, Kit Malthouse, attended the Sikh 
New Year Festival, Vaisakhi, at Trafalgar Square which is organised by the GLA with support 
from media partner Sony Entertainment Network and sponsor Lebara Mobile.  Sony 
Entertainment Network provided a popular stage programme with traditional and contemporary 
acts, which catered for everyone. In addition to the stage performances, there was food, 
exhibitions, stalls and free interactive activities for children and families. 
 
This event was the first Asian festival in the cultural calendar and saw crowds of over 25,000 
who enjoyed the festivities.  As with all the cultural festivals staged on Trafalgar Square, 
Vaisakhi welcomes all Londoners and visitors regardless of background to come together for 
shared celebration. 
 
Maslenitsa  
 
On 16 March, Trafalgar Square played host to the finale of a week-long celebration of Russian 
cultural events in London, with the festival “Maslenitsa”.  This, the largest celebration of 
Russian culture outside of the Russian Federation, was also broadcast across Russia, allowing 
millions of remote viewers to join a full London crowd in their enjoyment of some of their 
greatest traditional ensembles and up and coming stars. 
 
Victoria Borwick, Statutory Deputy Mayor, spoke on my behalf, on the importance of the 
cultural bridge provided by this event between our two countries, about the growing number of 
Russians who live, work and invest in the capital, and wished Russia luck in its preparations for 
the forthcoming Winter Olympic and Paralympic Games in Sochi, 2014.  Russian schools from 
all over the UK also showcased their young song and dance talent, beautiful handcrafted 
souvenirs were on display and traditional pancakes and other delicacies proved popular in this 
celebration of the beginning of Russian Orthodox lent. 
 
Launch of Gigs: Big Busk 2013 
 
On 26 March, I launched GIGS 2013 with former busker and X-Factor star Misha B. Gigs is an 
annual competition for 11-25 year-olds and is part of my strategy to support London's young 
musicians.  
 
GIGS 2013 will give hundreds of budding artists the chance to entertain tens-of-thousands at 
iconic London locations this summer. Previous Gigs competitors have gone on to release 
albums, tour internationally, support world-famous acts and perform at high profile events. As 
well as incredible prizes, competitors receive specialist training and support plus advice that 
helps them prepare them for working in the music industry.  
 
The competition is run in partnership with Team London, TfL, Network Rail, City of London, 
AEG and Westfield and is supported by a host of major music industry players. Gigs 2013 closes 
for entries on 31 May and performances will take place from 27 July for two weeks: 
www.gigsbigbusk.com. 
 
 
 

http://www.gigsbigbusk.com/


 

Investment in TV and animation plus tax relief for creative industries 
 
On 4 April, I visited Ealing Studios, the longest continuously running film studio in the UK, to 
welcome the Government’s new creative industries tax reliefs and announced my new 
investment in Film London to boost TV and animation production in the capital. I also visited 
the Imaginarium, a cutting edge creative digital studio that specialises in groundbreaking 
performance capture technology. 
 
Investment in Lyric Theatre Hammersmith 
 
On 10 April, I visited the Lyric Theatre, Hammersmith, to see the changes taking place as a 
result of my investment of £1 million in a capital programme to renovate the theatre and 
double its capacity. This capital funding will also help them to expand their work with young 
people from west London. I had the opportunity to see the amazing work the theatre does with 
young people and to discuss the importance of the theatre industry with representatives from 
the sector. I look forward to going back when the capital project is completed. 
 
 
Fourth Plinth Schools Awards at City Hall 
 
On 23 April, I hosted the Fourth Plinth Schools Awards which was attended by 120 students 
representing 33 London boroughs. Open to all primary and secondary schools in London, the 
competition provides an opportunity for students to design an artwork inspired by the 
commissions for the Fourth Plinth in Trafalgar Square. The competition received a record 
breaking 1600 entries from children across every single London borough, all of which can now 
be viewed in the winners gallery at www.london.gov.uk/fourthplinth. This year’s overall winner 
was Malik from Childs Hill School in Barnet with his depiction of the Queen driving a Tube 
train. 
 
Cultural Olympiad report hails London’s biggest ever festival a huge success 
 
On 25 April, I hailed the success of London’s cultural programme staged to celebrate the 
London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games.  
 
2012 was a once in a lifetime year. With the eyes of the world on our city, we had to put on an 
exceptional cultural festival which cemented London's place as a capital of culture. The scale 
and ambition of events across the capital was unprecedented, bringing major UK and 
international artists to an audience of around six million people. I invested more than £4.6 
million in the four-year Cultural Olympiad, and levered a further £5m in partnerships, beginning 
in 2008 and culminating in a 12-week London 2012 Festival. 
 
The capital’s 32 boroughs and the City of London joined forces to create Showtime, hailed as 
the biggest and most inclusive festival ever staged in London, which included 400 artists and 
almost 1,000 shows. As a result of my Showtime programme many people experienced outdoor 
art shows for the first time on high streets, parks and waterways, as well as landmark locations 
around London. I also co-commissioned a number of other free events including Elizabeth 
Streb's high jeopardy dance performances on iconic structures including City Hall and the 
London Eye. Other events included Jeremy Deller's full-size inflatable Stonehenge and the 
installation of a real-life circus in Piccadilly Circus. 
 
 
 

http://www.london.gov.uk/fourthplinth


 

Creative Industries Funding for 2013-14 (Fashion and Design) 
 
I have approved the following funding contributions for the financial year 2013/14, which is an 
extension of existing funding agreements: 
 

 The provision of £250,000 to London Design Festival (registered as London Design Festival 
Ltd), which is a not-for-profit organisation dedicated to promoting London’s design sector. 

 The provision of £726,000 to British Fashion Council, which is a not-for-profit organisation 
that owns and manages London Fashion Week. 
 

I have also approved a further two years’ funding for British Fashion Council in return for a 
sliding reduction in years 2014/15 and 2015/16 as follows: £685,000 in 2014/15 and 
£649,000 in 2015/16.  
 
The funding will be subject to grant funding agreements between GLA and the London Design 
Festival and British Fashion Council.  
 
2012 Nicholas Garland Commission – Olympic Artist in Residence 
 
I have approved: 
 

 the formal commissioning of and entry into an appropriate arrangement with Nicholas 
Garland OBE to document the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games as part of the 
capital’s 2012 legacy; 

 the allocation of £49,500 GLA funding for the commission, exhibition and publication 
of the artwork; 

 the seeking of commercial sponsorship to assist in meeting the costs of delivering the 
project and the entry into and execution of appropriate sponsorship agreements for 
such funding; 

 the procurement, award and entry into and execution (in accordance with the 
Contracts and Funding Code) of any and all contracts in relation to the delivery of the 
above; and 

 the recoupment of costs through the sale of the publication and individual works 
where appropriate. 

 
I have delegated authority to the Assistant Director, Health and Communities to approve the 
GLA’s entry into, and execution of, all funding agreements and procurement contracts to assist 
with the delivery of the project. 
 
New Year’s Eve 2013 
 
I have approved the allocation of funding toward the 2013 New Year’s Eve Marking of 
Midnight event and the allocation of funding towards a scoping exercise to consider viable 
options for New Year’s Eve activities in 2014-17. 
 
I have also approved the procurement, award of, entry into and execution of contracts for 
services required to deliver the event including event management, marketing and research, 
printing, photography and obtaining a Traffic Management Order. 
 
I have delegated authority to the Director of Communications and External Affairs to approve 
any award and execution of a contract for event management services based on the best value 



 

bids received through the tender process (conducted in accordance with the Authority’s 
Contracts and Funding Code). 
 
 

Housing and Land 
 
£100 million to boost affordable housing supply 
 
On 8 March, I urged affordable housing providers to step forward and claim a share of up to 
£100m in funding to boost the supply of much needed homes in the capital. The new 
investment secured from the Government forms the latest part of my pledge to safeguard the 
capital’s competitiveness by improving the housing options of working Londoners, as well as 
boosting jobs in the construction industry. 
  
The money, which is additional to the first £100 million ‘Housing Covenant’ funding 
announced in September, will be targeted specifically towards housing providers who commit 
to starting construction on site by March 2015 at the latest. 
  
Developers, local authorities, charities and private organisations are all invited to bid for 
funding, which will be used to deliver affordable homes to own. I also want to hear from 
organisations committed to bringing empty properties or under-used commercial units back 
into use as affordable homes or to help London boroughs tackle homelessness. Organisations 
interested in submitting bids in London will need to do so by April 30. 
 
£750 million settlement to support London’s house building 
 
On 20 March, I welcomed the Chancellor’s commitment of at least £750 million in funding to 
boost housing construction in London.  
 
This new investment will allow the GLA to offer low cost finance to help thousands more mid-
income Londoners to buy their own homes. It will do this by reducing the deposit they require, 
while accelerating house building in the capital, helping support thousands of new jobs in 
construction, particularly with the one in sixteen SMEs in the sector.  
 
This move will help even greater numbers of hard working Londoners onto and up the housing 
ladder and is in addition to the £3 billion previously secured for housing projects in this 
investment round. This funding is already helping 50,000 Londoners through First Steps, as 
part of my commitment to build 100,000 affordable homes over two Mayoral terms. 
 
I have been a strong advocate for increased infrastructure investment. Whilst welcoming the 
Chancellor's decision to allocate £3 billion a year from 2015/16, I will continue to make the 
case for still greater investment in road, rail and aviation infrastructure to grow London's and 
the UK's economy. 
 
New ‘one stop’ housing panel 
 
On 22 April, I announced the 25 developers chosen to sit on my new land procurement panel, 
set up to accelerate the delivery of housing in London by making it faster, easier and cheaper 
for public land owners to bring forward land for development.   
  
The London Development Panel, set up with the support of London Councils, establishes a 
framework agreement between the developers involved enabling public land owners, including 



 

London’s boroughs and government bodies, to award individual contracts without having to go 
through a full and expensive procurement process each time – saving them time and money.    
  
It also offers the potential for developers to build now and pay later for land on some schemes 
procured through the panel, making schemes more viable and generating a better return to the 
public purse in the long term. 
  
This ‘one stop’ route to development is expected to see the Panel procure up to £5bn of 
housing led mixed-use development on public land over its four year term. 
 
Transformation of Catford Greyhound Stadium 
 
On 7 May, I announced that more than a thousand jobs and 500 new homes will be created in 
Lewisham through the redevelopment of the former Catford Greyhound Stadium. 
 
The £117m redevelopment will bring 589 new homes to the 4.7 hectare site in the heart of 
Lewisham under a deal reached between the GLA and developer Barratt London. When 
finished, this will include 113 affordable rent properties which will be managed by Gallions 
Housing Association, 60 shared ownership properties and 416 properties for private ownership. 
 
The publicly owned stadium has been released as part of my drive to unlock development on 
public sector owned land in order to increase housing supply for hard working Londoners and 
boost jobs and growth. It is amongst the first tranche of sites released by the Greater London 
Authority since it became one of the capital’s largest public land owners last year. 
 
Plans to create the UKs largest ‘floating village’ 
 
On 12 March, I unveiled ambitious plans to create the UK’s largest ‘floating village’ as part of 
my on-going drive to transform London’s Royal Docks bringing, jobs, commercial space and 
homes back to the capital’s waterways.  
  
Launching an international competition to find developers and London partners to design and 
deliver the scheme, I made the announcement as I travelled to MIPIM, the world’s premier 
property conference, where I promoted this unique site and other investment opportunities in 
London. 
  
The plans will see 15 acres of water at the Royal Victoria Dock site, sitting directly under the 
Emirates Airline, transformed into a thriving community with floating homes, hotels, 
restaurants and bars.  When complete it will be one and half times the size of Green Park and 
have some of the best transport links in the capital with a new Crossrail station, DLR and the 
cable car linking it to central London and Canary Wharf.  
 
Mastmaker Court disposal 
 
I have authorised the disposal of GLA Land and Property Limited’s (“GLAP”) freehold land 
holding at Mastmaker Court to the current Long Leaseholder for the agreed price. 
 
I have delegated authority to each of the Chief of Staff, Deputy Mayor of Housing Land and 
Property, Executive Director of Resources or Executive Director of Housing and Land (acting as 
both GLA staff and Directors of GLAP) to take all steps to finalise, approve and enter into the 
documents to give effect to the matters outlined above on behalf of the GLA and in their 



 

capacity as directors of GLAP and to do all such other things as they consider necessary or 
desirable in connection therewith. 
 
I have authorised GLAP to do all things necessary or desirable from the perspective of GLAP to 
facilitate the implementation of these matters.  
 
Rough Sleeping Budget 
 
I have approved increases in the 2013/14 and 2014/15 budgets to £8.905 million and £8.808 
million respectively for the rough sleeper programme so that a total of £33.8million is available 
for these services for the period 2011-2015. 
 
I have approved the competitive procurement of services required for the delivery of the GLA’s 
No Second Night Out service and award of, entry into and execution of contract(s) with 
bidder(s) submitting the most economically advantageous bid(s) for a period of 2 years with an 
aggregated maximum value of up to £6,200,000. 
 
I have delegated authority to the Executive Director – Housing and Land, in consultation with 
the Deputy Mayor for Housing Land and Property, to enter into all future arrangements for the 
London rough sleeper programme under the related commissioning framework within the 
budgets and parameters subject to normal GLA project approval processes. 
 
Lymington Fields, Chadwell Heath Industrial Park 
 
I have approved the disposal of the GLA Land and Property Limited (GLAP) owned Lymington 
Fields site to Lovell under an Agreement to Lease, on a deferred sale basis on the terms set out 
in this paper.  
 
I have delegated authority to the Directors of GLAP to take all steps to finalise, approve and 
execute the documents to be entered into to facilitate the disposal outlined above and to do all 
such things they consider necessary or desirable to facilitate the execution and implementation 
of the documents. 
 
Disposal of the site of the former Captain Cook public house 
 
I have approved the sale of the Captain Cook freehold site to LB of Barking and Dagenham for 
£485,000 plus VAT. I have also authorised the Executive Director of Resources or Executive 
Director of Housing and Land (as officers of the GLA and directors of GLAP) to take all steps to 
finalise, approve and enter into the documents to give effect to the matters outlined above and 
to do all such other things as they consider necessary or desirable in connection therewith. 
 
Mayor’s Housing Covenant additional funding allocations 
 
I have agreed that the total funding allocation for the Mayor’s Housing Covenant programme 
be extended up to a maximum of £118m in total, subject to resources being identified.  
 
I have approved allocations to the value of £1.3m from the Mayor’s Housing Covenant (plus 
£1.2m of Recycled Capital Grant Funding). 
 
I have delegated authority to the Executive Director of Housing and Land, in consultation with 
the Deputy Mayor, Housing, Land and Property, to approve the remaining allocations of the 
Mayor’s Housing Covenant programme. 



 

 
 
 
Armada Way Land Swap 
 
I have agreed that GLA Land & Property Ltd carry out the proposed land swap with London 
Borough of Newham at Armada Way and approved the payment of £14,300 to London 
Borough Newham for the professional costs associated with the swap. 
 
Royals Business Park – Phase 2 (Hotel Development) 
 
I have approved the variations to the Agreement for Lease on Plot 2.1 and approved delegation 
of the final terms to vary the terms for the hotel Plot 2.1 to the Director for Housing and land. I 
have also approved the revised budget for the Royals Business Park. 
 
 

Budget and Finance 
 
GLA council tax precept 2013-14  
 
On 26 April my Chief of Staff wrote to the Chair of the Assembly regarding a technical issue 
which arose relating to the GLA council tax precept for 2013-14 and which has now been fully 
resolved.  
 
The GLA reduced its council tax precept across London by some 1.2 per cent for 2013-14, 
entitling the Authority to council tax freeze grant. However, this reduction did not apply to the 
whole of Greater London as the legislation sets out two elements of the GLA precept: 
 

 The unadjusted basic amount of council tax which applies to those council taxpayers in the 
City of London - it excludes the Metropolitan Police element; and 

 The adjusted basic amount of council tax which applies to all those taxpayers in Greater 
London with the exception of those in the City of London – it includes the Metropolitan 
Police element.   

 
Regrettably, in the calculation of the unadjusted relevant basic amount of council tax, a 
technical administrative error was made which meant that the increase in the unadjusted 
amount for the City of London from 2012-13 to 2013-14 exceeded the two per cent threshold 
set by Parliament, by an amount equivalent to £5.89 for a Band D household. 
 
To rectify this oversight in respect of the unadjusted amount, a technical direction was issued 
by the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government on 15 
April 2013. The direction removed the referendum requirements which would otherwise have 
been in place for the level of increase involved for the unadjusted amount.  
 
The level of council tax set by the GLA, the council tax bills received by Londoners, the 
collection of council tax by London boroughs and the City of London and the passing on of 
GLA precept income collected by London boroughs and the City of London to the GLA all 
remain exactly as they have done previously and are in no way affected. 
 
By way of further update, the Department for Communities and Local Government has now 
confirmed the final 2013-14 council tax freeze grant allocations for eligible authorities. The 



 

GLA has been awarded £9.448 million, which is slightly higher than the £9.416 million figure 
assumed in the final budget. Twenty-six London boroughs and the City of London are also 
eligible for the grant. The grant will be paid again in 2014-15, although the precise sum may 
change depending on the movement in the council tax base. 
 
Mayoral Scheme of Delegation 
 
I have approved the Mayoral Scheme of Delegation (the Scheme) to come into operation on 1 
April 2013 under sections 38 and 380 of the Greater London Authority Act 1999 (as amended). 
 
I have authorised the individual members and categories of GLA Staff described in the Scheme 
to exercise any function exercisable by the Mayor on the basis and subject to the terms 
conditions and powers granted. 
 
I have approved the Scheme for the purposes of the GLA in its capacity as shareholder or 
member (as appropriate) of the GLA Subsidiary Companies to the Scheme and requested the 
boards of those companies approve it and grant to their directors the GLA Company Director 
Delegation upon the conditions set out therein.   
 
I have authorised the Head of Paid Service to update and re-issue Annexes 1 to 5 inclusive of 
the Scheme as necessary.   
 
I have authorised the consequent changes to the financial thresholds set out in the GLA’s 
Financial Regulations and Contracts and Funding Code.   
 
Approval of GLA Group Borrowing Limits and Prudential Indicators 
 
I have agreed the Authorised Borrowing Limits and Prudential Indicators for 2013-14 to 2015-
16 for the GLA and for each functional body and the amendment to the Authorised Borrowing 
Limit for MOPAC for 2012-13. 
 
Proposed bad debt write off as at 19th Mar 2013 
 
I have approved the write off of two debts totalling £99,000 with Peninsula Festival Limited, 
which went into administration on 14 August 2012: 
 

 £15,000 - Greater London Authority 

 £84,000 - GLA Land & Property. 
 
Additional IT Storage 
 
I have approved the allocation of £100,000 from the Technology Group capital budget for the 
purchase of additional IT storage equipment. I have also approved the procurement, award of, 
entry into and execution (by the Executive Director of Resources on behalf of the GLA) of 
contracts for the required IT storage equipment with an aggregated value not exceeding 
£100,000. 
 
Treasury Management Strategy Statement, Treasury Management Policy and 
Minimum Revenue Provision Policy for 2013-14 
 
I have approved the Treasury Management Strategy for 2013-14 including the Treasury 
Management Policy and Minimum Revenue Provision Policy. 



 

Recent audit reports 
 
I have noted the external auditor’s plan for the audit of the 2012-13 accounts, noted the 
recent internal audit reports and agreed the internal audit plan for 2013-14. 
 
Marketing & Communications research 
 
I have approved the use of a maximum budget of £160,000 across all five workstreams to be 
met from underspend from External Affairs.  
 
I have delegated authority to the Assistant Director of London Engagement, in consultation 
with the Director of Communications and External Affairs to sign a contract with a supplier for 
services to deliver the research project for workstreams 4-5 above and if commercially 
necessary contracts for services to deliver all or part of worksteams 1-3 all within a reasonable 
time limit at a value to be within the maximum budget of £160K.  
 
 

Planning and Development Control 
 
Planning Decisions (Stage II referrals) 
 
Maiden Lane, LB Camden 
I have written to the London Borough of Camden stating that I am content to allow the Council 
to determine the application itself. 
 
Rodney Road, LB Southwark 
I have written to the London Borough of Southwark stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Land parcels at Stainsby Road, LB Tower Hamlets 
I have written to the London Borough of Tower Hamlets stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Heathrow Primary School, LB Hillingdon 
I have written to the London Borough of Hillingdon stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
4-20 Edridge Road, LB Croydon 
I have written to the London Borough of Croydon stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Dundonald Primary School 
I have written to the London Borough of Merton stating that I am content to allow the Council 
to determine the application itself. 
 
Greenwich Peninsula MO114, MO115 & MO117, RB Greenwich 
I have written to the London Borough of Greenwich stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Skylines Village, LB Tower Hamlets 
I have written to the London Borough of Tower Hamlets stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 



 

 
Kings Mall Car Park, LB Hammersmith & Fulham 
I have written to the London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham stating that I am content to 
allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Car Park at the South East Junction of Preston's Road and Yabsley Street, LB Tower Hamlets 
I have written to the London Borough of Tower Hamlets stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Eastern End of Lake Farm Country Park, LB Hillingdon 
I have written to the London Borough of Hillingdon stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Land bounded by Haverstock Road, Wellesley Road and Vicar’s Road, LB Camden 
I have written to the London Borough of Camden stating that I am content to allow the Council 
to determine the application itself. 
 
Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital, LB Harrow 
I have written to the London Borough of Harrow stating that I am content to allow the Council 
to determine the application itself. 
 
 
Delegated Planning Decisions (Stage II referrals) 
 
The Deputy Mayor for Policy and Planning, under powers I delegated to him, has sent letters in 
response to the following statutory referrals: 
 
Willesden Green Library Centre, LB Brent 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the London Borough of Brent stating that he is content to 
allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Land at South Side of Ringers Road, LB Bromley 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the London Borough of Bromley stating that he is content to 
allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
New Union Wharf, LB Tower Hamlets 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the London Borough of Tower Hamlets stating that he is 
content to allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Rayners Lane Estate Phase G, LB Harrow 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the London Borough of Harrow stating that he is content to 
allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Sainsbury’s Long Drive, South Ruislip, LB Hillingdon 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the London Borough of Hillingdon stating that he is content 
to allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
33 Finsbury Square, LB Islington 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the London Borough of Islington stating that he is content to 
allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Former Nufarm UK Ltd, LB Bexley 



 

The Deputy Mayor has written to the London Borough of Bexley stating that he is content to 
allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Fleet Building, City of London 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the City of London stating that he is content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Hampton House, LB Lambeth 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the London Borough of Lambeth stating that he is content to 
allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
1 Westmoreland Road, LB Bromley 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the London Borough of Bromley stating that he is content to 
allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Former Parcel Force Site, LB Barnet 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the London Borough of Barnet stating that he is content to 
allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
100 Minories, City of London 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the City of London stating that he is content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Car Park Opposite Dog Stadium, LB Waltham Forest 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the London Borough of Waltham Forest stating that he is 
content to allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Reality Site, LB Enfield 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the London Borough of Enfield stating that he is content to 
allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
 
Planning Decisions (Stage I referrals) 
 
I have asked officers to send letters giving comments about the following stage one referrals: 
 

 Rainham Landfill Site, LB Havering 

 Swakeley’s House, LB Hillingdon 

 Woodcote Grove House, LB Sutton 

 Car Spares Ltd, LB Hillingdon 

 Ram Brewery Site, LB Wandsworth 

 The Warren Masterplan, RB Greenwich 

 65 Davies Street, City of Westminster 

 Smith’s Farm, LB Ealing 

 Royal Nation al Orthopaedic Hospital 

 Arrowhead Quay, LB Tower Hamlets 

 Cross Quarter, RB Greenwich 

 Whitgift Shopping Centre, LB Croydon 

 17-21 Wenlock Road, LB Hammersmith & Fulham 

 Morgan House, LB Newham 

 Aldgate Place, LB Tower Hamlets 



 

 
 
Delegated Planning Decisions (Stage I referrals) 
 
The Deputy Mayor has asked officers to send letters giving comments about the following 
stage one referrals: 
 

 City Pride and Island Point, LB Tower Hamlets 

 Twickenham Sorting Office, RB Richmond Upon Thames 

 66 Chiltern Street, City of Westminster 

 Warren Farm, LB Ealing 

 Canada Water Site C (Decathlon) and E, LB Southwark 

 St Bernard’s Hospital, LB Ealing 

 Northway House, LB Barnet 

 1-3 Uxbridge Road, LB Hillingdon 

 Dollis Valley Estate, LB Barnet  

 Holy Trinity Primary School, LB Hackney 

 Leys Estate (Phase 1 & 2), LB Barking & Dagenham 

 Hamlyn House, LB Islington 

 Royal London House, LB Islington 

 Beagle House, LB Tower Hamlets  

 Smithfield Quarter, City of London 
 
 
Delegated Decisions (Stopping Up Orders) 
 
College Lane/Grove End, LB Camden 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the London Borough of Camden stating that he is content to 
give his consent to the making of the Order. 
 
 
Delegate Planning Decisions (Development Plans) 
 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the following Councils giving a response to their 
development plan consultations:  
 

 Walthamstow Town Centre Area Action Plan, LB Waltham Forest 

 Blackhorse Lane Area Action Plan, LB Waltham Forest 

 Wembley Area Action Plan, LB Brent 
  
 
Decisions made under delegation to Assistant Director - Planning  
 

 Perk Fields, Kensington Palace Gardens, RB Kensington & Chelsea 

 125 Wood Street, City of London 

 Charles House, RB Kensington & Chelsea 

 Land at Dunmail Drive, LB Croydon 

 City of London, Draft Local Plan 

 Victoria Transport Interchange Site, City of Westminster 

 Land at Royal Hospital Chelsea, RB Kensington & Chelsea 



 

 Vauxhall Spring Mews, LB Lambeth 

 Brixton SPD, LB Lambeth 

 Draft Edmonton Eco Park Planning Brief, LB Enfield 

 Holly Park Tennis Club, LB Haringey 

 Accessible Hillingdon, LB Barnet 

 80 River Road, LB Barking & Dagenham 

 Bromley Local Development Framework Options and Preferred Strategy Document 

 Car, Coach and Lorry Park and 20 Seagrave Road, LB Hammersmith & Fulham 

 180 Oxford Street, City of Westminster 

 Harrow and Wealdstone Area Action Plan – post examination hearing modifications, LB 
Harrow 

 Development Management Policies – post examination hearing modifications, LB 
Harrow 

 Site Allocations – post examination hearing modifications, LB Harrow 

 Kensington & Chelsea Local Plan - Housing, Basement and Miscellaneous Matters 
Review, RB Kensington & Chelsea 

 Draft Lambeth Local Plan, LB Lambeth 
 
 

Key Engagements 
 
Among my additional engagements since my last report were the following:  
 

 I launched the Cycle Strategy with Chris Boardman on 7 March 

 I attended People's Question Time in Lewisham on 7 March 

 I attended the International Women's Day Event at City Hall on 8 March 

 I met with Val Shawcross AM, the Rt Hon Tessa Jowell MP & Steve Reed MP on 8 

 March to discuss policing in London 

 I had my regular meeting with Dame Judith Mayhew Jonas & Gordon Innes, London & 
 Partners, on 8 March 

 I visited the Tunnelling & Underground Construction Academy in Ilford on 11 March as 
part of National Apprentices Week 

 I attended the Anglo Spanish Society Annual Gala on 11 March 

 I attended the MIPIM Property Conference in Cannes on 12 and 13 March. The main 
aspects of the visit were as follows: 

o Addressing the main plenary session at the conference to promote London 
investment opportunities 

o Touring the London Stand 
o Addressing the London reception 
o Addressing the Berwin Leighton Paisner dinner 
o Meeting with Robert-Jan Foortse, Head of European Property Investments, 

APG Asset Management  
o Meeting with Paul Zilk, CEO of Reed MIDEM  
o Meeting with Ms Hanadi Shabakouh and Mr Bader Al-Mailam, Kuwait Fund For 

Arab Economic Development  
o Meeting with Pascal Duhamel, Head of Europe, Real Estate and Infrastructure 

Department, Abu Dhabi Investment Authority, United Arab Emirates 
o Lunch hosted by London First 

 I met with Mayor Delanoë of Paris on 14 March to discuss issues of mutual interest 



 

 I had lunch with Sir Peter Ricketts, British Ambassador to France, on 14 March 

 I attended the lunch hosted by the Franco-British Chamber of Commerce on 15 March 

 I met with Nathalie Kosciusko-Morizet, Anne Hidalgo & Rachid Dati on 15 March  

 I had my regular meeting with Dennis Hone, Chief Executive of the London Legacy 
Development Corporation, on 18 March 

 I had a catch up meeting with Kate Hoey MP on 18 March to discuss sport in London 

 I attended the opening of Level 39 on 18 March  

 I addressed the International Business Advisory Council Dinner on 18 March 

 I attended the International Business Advisory Council on 19 March 

 I had my regular discussion on policing in London with Sir Bernard Hogan-Howe, the 
Metropolitan Police Commissioner, on 19 March  

 I had my regular meeting with Transport for London on 19 March 

 I attended Mayor's Question Time on 20 March  

 I attended the Community Reception for the North East, Enfield & Haringey GLA 
constituencies on 20 March 

 I attended the Boldness in Business Awards on 20 March 

 I attended the Press Conference to announce the tenancy of the Olympic Park on 22 
March 

 I held my regular “Ask Boris” Twitter session on 22 March 

 I met with Kevin Spacey on 22 March to discuss the Old Vic Theatre 

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 22 March 

 I launched my Police & Crime Plan on 25 March 

 I attended the Transforming Volunteering Opportunities in London Conference on 25 
March 

 I attended the Legacy Cabinet Committee on 25 March 

 I attended a meeting of the London Congress Executive on 26 March 

 I attended a photo to promote the ‘Gigs Big Busk’ competition on 26 March 

 I chaired the London Legacy Development Corporation Board meeting on 26 March 

 I met with the Save Lewisham Hospital Campaign Group on 26 March 

 I attended the opening of the ‘Life and Death in Herculaneum & Pompeii’ exhibition at 
the British Museum on 26 March 

 I chaired the Transport for London Board meeting on 27 March 

 I had my regular meeting with Transport for London on 27 March 

 I met with the Rt Hon Jeremy Hunt MP, Secretary of State for Health, on 27 March to 
discuss Health issues in London 

 I met with Cllr Daniel Moylan on 3 April to discuss aviation 

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 3 April 

 I had my regular discussion on policing in London with Sir Bernard Hogan-Howe, the 
Metropolitan Police Commissioner, on 3 April 

 I visited Ealing Studios on 4 April  

 I met with HM Ambassador to Qatar, HE Michael O'Neill, on 4 April, ahead of my visit 
to Qatar 

 I attended the ECB event in Harrow on 5 April 

 I had my regular meeting with James Cleverly AM & Ron Dobson, LFEPA, on 5 April 

 I attended a photo to promote the EuroLeague Final Four on 8 April 

 I had my regular meeting with Mayor Jules Pipe, London Councils, on 8 April to discuss 
areas of joint working 

 I had my photo taken to promote the 10,000 Hands campaign on 8 April 



 

 I had my regular meeting with London Business Advisory Council on 8 April 

 I had an introductory meeting with Craig Donaldson, CEO Metro Bank, on 8 April 

 I met with Professor Dieter Helm on 9 April to discuss infrastructure issues  

 I had my regular meeting with Transport for London on 9 April 

 I met with Tony Travers on 9 April to discuss the London Finance Commission 

 I visited the Lyric Theatre on 10 September 

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 10 April 

 I attended a photo event to promote the Rugby League World Cup on 10 April 

 I visited the London Dungeon and met with David Sharpe & Nick Varney, Merlin 
Entertainments, on 11 April  

 I had my regular meeting with Dennis Hone, Chief Executive of the London Legacy 
Development Corporation, on 11 April 

 I met with David Triggs and Ian Foster, CEO & Chair respectively of the London 
Academies Enterprise Trust (LAET) and the Academies Enterprise Trust (AET), to 
discuss the Mayor’s Academies on 11 April 

 I met with Malala Yousafzai on 12 April 

 I visited the United Arab Emirates on 14 April until 16 April 

 I attended Baroness Thatcher's Funeral at St Paul’s Cathedral on 17 April and the 
reception that took place afterwards at the Guildhall 

 I met with Nick Bitel & others on 17 April for a briefing on the London Marathon 

 I visited Qatar on 18 April until 21 April 

 I addressed the City Week conference on 22 April 

 I met with Sir Bernard Hogan-Howe, the Metropolitan Police Commissioner, on 22 April 
ahead of the MOPAC Challenge 

 I attended the Stephen Lawrence Memorial Service at St Martins-in-the-Fields on 22 
April 

 I visited Tidemill Academy in Deptford to teach a lesson on  St George on St George’s 
Day 23 April 

 I had my regular meeting with Transport for London on 23 April 

 I attended the MOPAC Challenge on 24 April 

 I attended the London Enterprise Panel on 24 April 

 I met with the Rt Hon Patrick McLoughlin MP, Secretary of State for Transport, on 24 
April to discuss transport issues in London  

 I attended the reception for the Naz Legacy Foundation on 24 April 

 I opened Kingsley Academy, the new Mayoral Academy in Hounslow on 25 April 

 I met with Tom Winsor, Chair of HMIC, on 25 April to discuss policing in London 

 I met with senior health officials from Public Health England on 25 April for a briefing 
on measles vaccinations 

 I attended the unveiling of the Sir Simon Milton bust on Piccadilly on 25 April 

 I attended the Warner Bros 90th Anniversary Reception on 25 April 

 I attended the Roadworks Innovation Summit on 26 April 

 I chaired the London Crime Reduction Board Meeting on 26 April 

 I held my regular “Ask Boris” Twitter session on 26 April 

 I attended the Innotech Summit on 26 April 

 I attended the Heathrow Referendum Rally taking place in Richmond on 27 April 

 I chaired my Legacy Advisory Group on 29 April 

 I had my regular discussion on policing in London with Sir Bernard Hogan-Howe, the 
Metropolitan Police Commissioner, on 29 April 



 

 I attended the Legacy List Patrons Dinner on 29 April 

 I met with Malcolm Grant, UCL, on 30 April to discuss the Olympic Park 

 I met with Cllr Roe, leader of Westminster City Council, on 30 April to discuss borough 
issues 

 I attended the Bureau of Leaders on 30 April 

 I met with the Rt Hon Owen Paterson  MP, Secretary of State for Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs on 1 May to discuss issues of mutual interest 

 I met with Edmund Truell, Chair of the London Pensions Fund Authority, on 1 May to 
discuss the LPFA 

 I attended a business lunch at Buckingham Palace organised by The Duke of York on 1 
May as part of the UAE state visit 

 I met with Mayor Jules Pipe, Chair of London Councils,  & Tony Travers, LSE, on 1 May 
to discuss the London Finance Commission 

 I met with Michael Wilshaw, OFSTED, on 1 May to discuss education in London 

 I attended a reception for Archant on 1 May 

 I visited the Gü Factory in Walthamstow on 2 May 

 I had lunch with Lord Heseltine and Lord Adonis on 2 May to talk about issues in 
London 

 I had my regular meeting with Transport for London on 2 May 

 I attended the Sports Industry Awards ceremony on 2 May 

 I visited the Old Kent Road Mosque on 3 May  

 I attend the Chairman’s Club breakfast on 7 May 

 I attended a photo event to promote the Global Champions Tour on 7 May 

 I met with Steve Norris & Jolyon Brewis, Grimshaw Architects, on 7 May to discuss Hub 
City 

 I attended a photo to promote the Big Lunch on 7 May 

 I met with Sir Howard Davies on 7 May to discuss aviation 

 I attended Ledley King’s Testimonial dinner on 7 May 

 I attended the opening of 639 Tottenham High Road on 8 May 

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 8 May 

 I had my regular meeting with AC Cressida Dick on 8 May to discuss policing and 
security 

  
 

Ends 
 


